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THE OFFLICIAL, JOURNAL OF THE FENGLTIGH TTDDLYWINKS ASSOCIATION

Just a brief word of introductione.ees...

"TheWinking World" will, I hope, be published from time to time, inevitably in
this very modest fashion owing to shortage of funds, for the purpose of keeping the
growing number of winkers throughout the British Isles in touch with cach other and with
major events in winking circles. Though its main fuaction is to report on what has
happened, to announce what is expected to happen, and to provide information so that more
may happen, it is to be hoped that "The Winking World" will be able to produce feature

articlea'on'Tiddlywinks, written by you and your club members. How about it7?

Petef Downes, Sec.Gen.E,Tw.h.

e ENTER-UNiVEBSITY COMPETITION FOR PRINCE PHILIP'S TROPHY ~ THE SILVER WIKK '

H,RH. the Duike of Edlnburgh has presented a very fine trophy, a mounted
silror wink, to be competbd for between all the winking Universities in Britain. For the

,prellmlnary stages of this competition, certainly the most large—scale and ambitious
“project ever attcmp+ed in the ficld of Tiddlywirks, Brlfaln wag divided into four regions,
@.‘each of which held its own elinination contests.

In the Edinburgh region, Edinbursh defeated Newcastle by 82 pts to 30, and
theh went on to beat Aberdeen by 92 pts to 22 in the Second Round. In the absence of any
further response from Scottish Universities, Edinburgh move into the Semi-Final,

‘ Further South, Manchester University hed coven less ppposition in reaching
the Semi-Final. The only oppunents they could find were the newly-formed Hull University

team, whom they beat convineingly. This lack of winking activity in such important places

as Sheffield, Leeds, Liverpool,4North Staffs is rather unsctisfactory, and rnpid steps must

e taken by those with friendsu At -ny ofk these Universities to see that the gituation is
:promptly remnedied,

Much more encouraging was the response in the Oxford region, where eight
Unlvcr51t1es or University Colleges competed for the place in the Semi-Final. In the
first round, Bristol beat Exeter "easily" {(quote), Swansea and Cardiff had walk-overs
because of "the incumpetence of British Railways" (quote again!). Finally Oxford beat the
very young club at Reading by 86 pts to 26. In the second round, Bristol beat Swansea !
by 58 pts to 33 in a match abandoned through lack of tine, and Oxford overwhelmed Cardiff
by 90 pis to 22. This left Oxford to pley Bristol, snd in a natch again curtailec owing to

- shortage of time, Oxford won their place in the Semi~Final by a 56 - 35 victory.

There is less detailed informntion from the remaining quarter, but 1%

' appeéars, that Cambridge established their rizht to » place in the Seni=Final by victories f

over London, Southampion, Leicuster and Nottirgchai.

As a result of these prelininary rounds, Oxford were to meet Cambridge in

‘one. Seni-Finalm, and Mrnchester tu play Edinburgh in the other Semi-iinal. At the tine of

writing, ouly the first of these two matches has been pioyed nnd a full report will be found
later in this issue. It is plamned to hold the Firal in Manchester on March

REMINDER TO CLUBS AND THEIR TREASURIRS:~ the affilirtion fee for the year 1961 is
now due and should be sent to the Sec.Gen.B.Tw.Ae at 45, Offerton Lane, Stockport, ns soon
as possible. The affilintion fev is 3/6 fur senivr clubs and 2/6 for junior clubs (under 18)
Please include the nane ~nd address of your pregent Secr¢t$ry when writing, so that E.Tw,A.

records crn be kept up-to-dite.
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The following clubs were either inadvertently omitted from the list of

* Tiddlywinks societies and clubs published in October last (copies of which are still availsble)

or have changed their Secretary since last summer.

BRISTOL UNIVERSITY Tw.C. - R.J.Newman, Wills Hall, Stolfe Bishop, Bristol 9.
CARDIFY UNIVERSITY Tw.C. — R.P.Hepworth, Students' Union, Dumfries Place, Cardiff
OTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY Tw.C. = P.J.Owen, The Union, The University, Nottlngham.
OXFORD UNIVERSITY T.S. - Q.L.Gray, University College Cxford.
MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY Tw.C, =B.King, c/o Societies Room, The Union, The Unlver51ty, Manchester,
MARPLE COWG.Y.C.Tw.C. - Philip Smith, 18, Rushton Drive, Marple,Cheshire
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE,LONDON - T.P.Cook, U.C.L.Union, Gower Street, London W.C.l.

The following clubs have come into existence, or have been officisally
recognised, during the present season: In glvxng their addresses, we greet them and hope they
w1ll soon have plenty of flxtures. R

Y

.HULL UNIVERSITY Twela = F.ngglns, The Tnion, The University, Hull,

READING UNIVERSITY Tw.C. - Miss S.Clifford, Students' Union, The University, Rezding,
ABERYTSTWYTH UNIVERSITY Tw.C. - K.Rowbotham, Plynlymon Hzll, Vicitoria Terrace, Aberystwyth,
LEICESTER UNIVERSITY Tw.C, - R.J.Claytdn, Students' Union, University Road, Leicester.

There is now a flleker of tiddle-interest over in Ireland .and fortunately
a very experienced winker is over there to fan the present flicker into a prairie fire, He 1is
HRobin Glassceck, an Inglish international and former member of the London University club.
Robin tels us that he is hoping %o make Tiddlywinks stand slongside Rugby as the only game
in which all Irishmen can participate in the same organisation, whether they come from
Northern Ireland or Eire. Eis address for those interested in arranging & Tiddlywinks tour of
Ireland is:-,-c/o Dept. of Geography, Queens University, Belfast.
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A TIDDLYWIMKS EXPHRIMENT —- WILL YOU PLEASE HELP ?

~ The present international Rules of Tiddlywinks, as recognised by B.Twele,
were drawn up in June 1958, at a Congress in Cambridge which was attended by all those who
were keen on ‘promoting the game. Since that time, experience has shown that, though the rules

~are basically SaulsfaCuory and have glven much pleasure and amusement, there are one or two

points whlch may need to be reconsidered.
' One of the most disappointing develppments in the last year or- so has been

" the tendency for teams te concentrate on suopping to such an extent as to turn the game into

a farce. Over-concentration on squopping, while tactically successful as far as sheer results
are concerned mekes the game tedious for the vast majority of players, incomprehensible to
the 5pectator, and generally likely to "bring the game inte disrepute", Added fo this, t¥here
is some uncertalnty 25 to what exactly constitutes a fair desquopping shot.

Accoralngly, a proposal has been made, with a view 1o smending the rule
regarding squopping. Here is the suggested alterationi~ .

' ‘When a playeéd souops = wink (whether an opponent's, his pariner's or his. own),
the covered wink is immediately returned fo-its basellne, and the player has another turn, in
which he can 1 of his winks.

i ayﬁifzthe other rules to remain .as at present except that a player ehould not
niss a turn when his wink :oes off the mat; and thst when a time-limit has been applied, each
wink ln the pot ghould count three marks instead of the present twe.

' Preliminary trials on the above suggestion reveal. that it makes a big
difference to the game, and one which comes as something of a shoclc and disappointment to
those now used to the E.Tw.A. version. But after this initial reactlon, players have found
that the new game retains the basic skills of the old (i.e. potting and Squopplnﬂ) in fact
it even demends greater accuracy in the peérformance of these skills since one missed. shottcgn
lose the game, that this game is cleancr, easier to follow, porticularly for the. uniniftate
and zvoids all the complications previously encountered with the desguopping shot, plaV1ng ol

TRY IT ¥OR YOURSKLE. Please note that this is only a suggestion and would
need a very wice measure of support before the rules could be altered. Please give the idea

" & fair try, over a period of, say two months, and then let the Sec. Gen. of E.Dw.A, bave your

reactions, opinions and proposals on the possibility of a change in the rules, along the lines
sucgested, o
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It was in the Masonic Hall, Cambridge, before a crowd of about 50 and
under the gaze of cameras from B.E,C. Television and Anglia T.V. +that Oxford and Cambridge
met on the tiddle-mat for the third time. With two previcus Inter-Varsity victories behind
them and tha advantage of playing on home ground, Cambridgze started as slight favourites
to win, though Oxford's inmpressive record this season left no Cambridge man in doubt that
it would be a very hard struggle. Both teams had an added incentive, in that the winning
team was to pass into the Final of the Prince Philip Trophy Competition.
As was expected, Cambridge got into their stride first and at the end of the
first quarter were leadinsg by 16 pts to 12. Az zxx Oxford gradually becaue accustomed to
the playing-surface and the unusually.high tension in this match, their play improved and
they had much more success in the next set of games. Indeed, only a masterly 6 - 1 win by
Caniridge's First Pair, Furlonger and Bardsley, prevented Oxfofd'taking the lead. At half-
Tivie, Cambridge led by 20 pts to 27. ._”f; o
The third quarter proved decisive -— Oxford won convincingl¥ on three of the
four mats and even though the fourth nmat resulted in another € - 1 for Furlonger and B-rdsley,
- Oxford now went shead by 44 %8 %0 39 . The last quarter was = tonse strugele, with
the emphasis inevitably cn squopping as Oxford hung on to their valuable 5 point lead.
Nearly all these gones went the full 35 minuves allowed, and Oxford held firm to win by
-B59% pts to 52%, '
e This was Cembridge's first defeat sinee the official rules were drawi up
in 1958; to them wur congratulations on naving held an unbeaten record for so long, Bo
Oxford go the Marchant truphy for the All-England Championship (presented to Peter Frecman,
(+“e Ozford captain, by the Rev. B,A. Willis, who also ably nssisted the Sec. Gen. of E.Tw,A.
+.r the wapiring of the natch), a place in the Final of the Prince Philip Trophy Competition
and vur congratulations on this notable and hard-fought victory

Tezms and scores (numbers in brackets indicate points scored by each pair, naximun 24)

Canbridge University ,;.....,..52'1 " Oxford University .............59?
> Lo FuJ. Furlonger & J.B. Bardsley........(20) 1, P.J,TFreeman (Capt.) & T.G.Ficholson.. (17)
2e LuJoWoodhead & V.L. Claviks............(12%) 2. Q.L.Gray & Hiss S d0bE0mweneauvaanas(11)
" 3. F.G. Kershav (Ceptain) & N.A.C. Relle.(11) %, Miss C. A Mills & Miss BuheXingeves... (16)
Ge B.G.C0 [Edd & G Wilsher wuuvininnnna(9) 0 4 GoWLStevenson & S.J.G.Amate 3355000, (150

In a Second tesn natch held at the same time, the Cambridge Xippers,

- captrined by D, Wallage, beat the Oxford 2nd VIII, led by R.J.Sutton, by 62 pts to 50,

o STANDARD PLAYTHNG-SURFACE NOW OFFICIALLY APPROVED
1

. Ior-a loné tine there has been discussion on what nakes an ideal winking
surface, fver since . Cambridge University, in the course of writing their thesis on Tiddlywirks,
infurizted salesién in a large Canbridge store by trying out every carpet and rug in the place,
raople have been ssarching for the ideal surface, Needleloon carpeting was for a long tine
thought to be the best, but as the stahdard of play has improved and tiddle-touch has becore
more sensitive, necdleloonm has been found! to he tos irregular, and either t0o hard when worn
or too hairy when new.

After much rescarch and enguiry, » surface has been found which is widely -
acclainied as combining all the required chrrncteristics - regulority, fimnefss without
hardness, softness without sluppineés; and (by coparison with needleloonm mats)- cheapniess!

This surfezce, a felt in two culours {grey on one gide, white on the other),
should be fixed .m a nord board or table~top, preferably pgrey side dowm (for no other reason
than that the colored winks stand cut better on a white background!). It will shortly be
available frum the O0fficial Manufacturer uf h.Tw.As Tiddlywinks, = The Mrrchent Sames Ltd,.,
Guldings Hill, Luughton, Bssex, from whem further details, can be obtained,

A MHSSAGE FROM CAPTAIN ROY HARGY OF THE NATIONAL PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCTATION

Coptain Roy Harxry, the Appesls Secretsry of the National Playing Fields
Apsocinticn, has asked ns to express nds egrantitude to all Winkers for their support of the
N.PPFOA. Tiddlywinles has rrised bordering on #1000 pounds for the NJP.F.4. and though rueh
«f this has been the profit fron large public matches, there have alsy been nany useful \
cuntribvutions fron snaller events. Now that you have your ideal playing conditioms {seo ~bove).
why nat help wthers t hove theirs!?l ' -
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New records have been set up in each of the three Tecosnised record performance:.
'a) ACCUBACY 12 witks from 3 feet. 24 shots by Petex Kersha, (Manchester G.Ss)
t) SPEED 24 wirks from 18 inches . 35 seconds - by Robert Goodsman (Flying Disc- TwaCe)

¢) A-POT RELAY 39 winks thfoizgh,@ pots in three minutes, by the Flying Disc Tw.C, B'han,

AUNTIE GERTIE'S PHROBLEM COERNER

Have you a problem on your mind ?° Why not write to juntie Gertie and let her
solve it for you. Here is a selection from her postoagi- : , :
Question:-"I have succeeded in balancing a wink on the rim of the pot. Is this unique and
. what do you advise me to do about it?" — Worried Teenager, Birmingham.
Advice:— "This is nothing to worTy about, my dear, as it happens to nearly everybody at
some %ime or other. It has happened to me once and on that occasion I counted
the wink as potted, so I recommend you o do likewise! =~ A.G.

s e ey et am G e WA e .t

Question:~"L have today balanced 32 winks on thne bottom of an upturned pot, Is this a

record ?" - Topsy-Turvy, Cheshire. : '

Advices— "I think you might seek psychiatric advice as goon as possible.'You seem to me 1o
have an inverted personality. Console yourself in the knowledge that many people
suffer from this delusion, and among them, yours is the best achievement, It is
not an E.Tw.h. recognised record.” — AdG. :

e mmp P e W S L e S

Question:~ "I have récently squidged a wink the distance of 21 feet, %.inches. Can you
please tell;me whether this a record ?" - Mighty Moues, Yorkshore. .
Advices— "The aim of Tiddlywinks is to encourage sensitivity and control, rather than brute
- force, s0 I'n afraid your riagnificent achievement will not count as an official
. record., You must have remarkably powerful thumbs, an asset which could be of use
to somebody. If you will send me a stamped sddressed envelope, I will send you
details of an organisation which may be able To help yqu.“_AA.G.‘i ' o
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Northern Junior Tiddlywinks Championship, 196L. ' .

The Third Anﬁu@l N.J.Tw.Cs held in Lewus's Exhibition Osll, Manchester; on Januvary
ond and 3rd, 1961, attracted a record entry of 66 pairs. There were several early chocks in
the competition. The first was a victory of an all-girls palr ever a boys pair, all the more
surprising as "girls do not nornally make very good winkers". Then came the defeat of the

. winner for the past two years, ¥eil Sunderland, who with a new and promising partner, Peter K
Kershaw, in place of .the now-retirdd Andrew amith, was knocked out in the First“Bound by
Bdward and Stephen Buckley from Altrincham G.S. Manchester @.S. gained a prompt revenge wl
Paul Robingon and Graham Walker knocked out last year's runners-up, Ken Veitch and Nigel:
Shepherd, from Altrincham. ' ' :

By the time the Tirst three rounds hed been cumpleted on the first day, there were

eight pairs left in:~ 5 from Manchester GeSe, 2 from Stockport School, nad a pair of unkndwn

outsiders from the Flying Disc Tw.C., Birminghem. The Stockport Schowl pailrs were elininated

in the Quérber~Finel, leaving Ton Ballantyne ~nd Martin Durrell fM.G.S.) to play David

" Needhem and Geoffrey Tattersall'(M.G.S.) in the first Semi-Final? This natcn resulied in a
narrow win (11—10) for Bellantyne and Durrell. In the other Semi~Final, David Walton and
Andrew Whittaker (M.G.S,) met Colin Flood snd Michzel Halsey (Birmingham), This was a very
exeiting match, perhaps the begt of the whole Tournament, and only a wink bouncing out of the

pot at a crucial noment preven

ted Walton end Whittaker winning. As it was, however, Flood and
Yalsey won 11-10, and went on into the Final,

where they showed theuselves to be rmch superior
to Ballantyme and Durrell and won DY 1l pts to 3. The winners, wWho -now yold‘tye "Evening
Chronicle" Trophy for a year, are to begcongrntulated on their keenness 11 coming up O
Manchester for the event, and for winning through againét“so much competition from local
players. . - o
Marough entry fees and sideshows, the event raised 10 guineas for the National . _
Playing Fields Association. In the Speed and Accuracy conpetitions held during the Chqmplun§h1
Allen Astles (altrinchem G.S.) won the Speed ~nd fric Sykes(anchgﬁﬁggrg,ﬁf) y@nﬁ%@e Accuracye

 Other Resulbsi-’ : e
" The 0ldham Youth Tiddlywihks Chauapi nship, the first of its kind in the country, was won by
David Gartside and Fred Lees, of Bulme Grammar Scho.ls 0ldham. N :
Manchester G.S. beat M/cr University 58=54. Altrinchan G.S..beat‘M/cr University 59 - 53.
Marple Cong. beat lieGeSs 69=-5T; Altrinchan G.S. beat Morple Cong. 1%2-72; NMenchester G.S.
Yest Altrinched G.S. 59-03s nnrple Cing. beat Offerton Tw.C. 49355, : :




