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CCNGRESS 1970

It is with great Pleasure and with a certain zmount
of relisf that T report that Conzress 70, after = lengthy
and difficult gestation, has at last been delivered into the
unsuspecting world. It will taks bPlace in the Manchester
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. . 4LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Sir,

In the last edition of ¥y (July 89) three proposals for
constitutions were outlinsg and intended to help solve the
International problems posed at Congress 1963. These problems
still exist and it is the responsibility to the coming
Conzress in spril to clarify the position. The three proposals
provide the basis for discussion and it is worth refreshing
our memories of those. The first was an Irish propossl for a
Constituted and powerful. International Federation. :

The second was for s British Tiddlywinks 4A8sociation
to exist beside an Irish Assoclation and a North American
association in mutusl cooperation and reco:nition without
an overall Federation.

The third was for an English Tiddlywinks issociaticn
to again stand beside other National issociations in mutual
recognition.

All three proposals are valid and it is the responsibility
of Congress to determine the most vaiid and wviable structure,
from those three or from any alternative proposal.

May T suggest the following form of discussion for ,
Congress, bearing in mind the nature of this Ccngress and the
voting procedures laid down ai Council ang Congress leetings
in 1968 (see %W 13).

Congress should first consider the desirability of an
International Federation. IFTwi as it now stands should be
dissolved and reconstituted on the lines of the - Irigh Proposal
or an amcnded form of it or not at all. If a Federation is
acceptedCongress must then work out the details of such & body
and the purpose of Congress will be fulfillea.

If an Internaticnal Federation is not desired the principle
of mutual recognition and cocperation must he discussed. If
this principle is not dcceptable Congress must look for another
solution. If this principle is accedtable Congress should choose
between & British agsoclation to stand with Ireland gnd North
america, or separate Engiish, Welsh and Scottish 4assoclations,
égain to stend with Ireland and N imerica. Havin: made the
choice Congress must then work out the details and its purpose
again will be fulrfilled.

Finally, Sir, I would like to endorse the admirahle comments




cn the three constitutional proposals made in TWL5 and to make
cne or two further perscrnal comments.

I do not ccnsider an International Federation a viable
structure. I have attempted to be Secretary Zeneral of such a
Federation for some years and have come to this conclusion
reluctantly but firmly, particularly since the emergence of =
strong North smerican issociation.

I feel that the way forward is by matual ccoperation as first
put Torwerd by Charles Relle in his ‘Towards a Constitution
for the Inglish Tiddlywinks Association”. However T also think that
the time is still not ripe for Scotland and 7ales to stand
equal to what I can only now call the Big Three and therefore I propose
a British Associztion based on Charles Relle's principle. This wsas
intended as an interim measure to allow the game to spread in
Wales and Scotland under the influence of a strong body able to
provide seérvices to members in ths countriss not provided at
present by their own iLssociations, while allowing them some
degree of National autonomy. At the same time I have no strong views
on this and I am confident that Congress will meke the best decision.
My constitutional prcposal will do for either a British or an
Enszlish Association. I would though strongly reccmmend certain detail
changes to Charles Relle's proposal, indicated in my precposal in
WELS , which should save some confusion and ancmalies in the Tuture.

I strongly urse everyone to read Wg's 13, 14, 15 and ,
this one carefully, tc weigh up the situation, and to come to
Congress and Vote. The future of the gzame is in your hands.

"7 7" N G Shepherd
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TRISE ¥INKS

The dormant season of the winking year was shattered this
year in Northern Ireland by vast numbers of the population
attempting their own ocut-of-doors version of the game. Paving
stones were used as winks, and -hole streets took the .place of
mats. The 1ldea rapidly spread throuzhout the larger urban
aress, and socn several matches were to be seen taking place
betwsen neighbouring districts.

The enthusiasm often led to the abandonment of the
more formal rules; time limits were forgotten, and games went on
until the early hours of the morning, o ided by the light of petrol
flares. Rather sadly, many of the public houses which had agted
as baselines, owing to their corner positions were dcoidentally
burnt to the ground, but the army was called in, and it laid
new lines in these areas. ' :

With the arrivel of the colder westher, this unique Ulster
version of the game secms to have been dbandonned, and a return
has been made to the more conventional indoor form. Some sort
of orgasnization appears to exist still, and arran.sments are in
hand for the IRTwA :.4.M. tc be held in mid-January. ,

although 1t is now known that at least one leading winker,
the chsirman of the St Mary's club, was forced %o leave nis
heome district at very short notice during one of the summer's
mere hotly contested encounters, itis felt thet sufficient
nunbers survived to enable the Korthern Ireland Kncck-out
Competition to be resurrected durin. the Spring term., scting
upon the suggestions put forward in an article in WTl5, the
IRTwA committee have aureed to a scheme wherein sinzles matches
are to be includsd in each tie. It hopes to be able to present
the results of this experiment to winkers in other countries at
the next Conzress, and will therefore be keeping a careful
watch uporn its prosgress. oo o ‘

Once agalin many effcrts to spresd the official form of the
game have been thwarted becausw of the name. Cne listener
claimed that where he was brousht up, to play "tiddlywinks™ with
& member of the opposite sex was to indulge in & rather .different
pastime from that which our associstions are promoting, and
recommended that a new name be rapidly thought up. '

hatever you may like to csall it, however, should you
know anyone who plays this squidzing-squopping-potting zame



and who lives somewhere ir the Irish Republie, wauld you mind
sending his (or her) name ana address to .the IRTwA seeretary
{(Martin C'Shea, 51F Downshire Avenue, Lurgan, Co. Armagh, Northern
Ireland), as southern Irish winks haven't left their baselines for
far too long now. S . B '
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PRINCE PHILIP SILVER WINK 1969-70

‘ In spite of the unfortunate non-outcome of last year's
Silver Wink competition, there was g 50% increase in entries
this year. The 21 teams provided the usual geographieal brainteaser
of reducing the totsl traveling distance required to a reassnable
1imit, without condeming the four London based clubs to play.
one another, or falling to the teptation of putting Aberystwyth,
Queen's Belfast, and Dundee in the same gquarter of the draw.
The entries were thus asg usual divided into four regional greups
with some interesting matches resulting. ‘
Manchester IST won their group last year but this year
in Group 1, are up against four unknowns in the shape of York,
wueen's Col. Belfast, Dundee and Hull. None of these clubs
actually played in the Sikver Wimk last year in the general sonfusian,
but any of them could have the capability of coming out winners.
In @roup 2 Aberystwyth know better than T how big a threat
Bangor is to them while Cambridge in Group 4 has ne impoessible
matehes. = ‘ ' _
In Group 3 the crucial first round match between Oxferd:
and Socuthampton has yet to be played, but three of the semli-finalists
could well be Cambridze, Southampton and aberystwyth.

TEE DRAW
PRELIN : ROUND 3 . | ROQUND & = GROUP WINNERS
GROUP 1
YORK ) )
MANCHESTER I S T ) - 3 ) )
QG C BELFAST | ) )
. : \ )
DUNDEE - ) y
HULL 3 ;
GROUP 2
MANCHESTER U ) )
WARWICK - ) ;
ABERYSTWYTH ) ) )
NOTTINGHAM T ) )
BANGOR )

GROUP 3

OXFORD ) oxford (W 0O) )
IMP. COLL. LONDON) )

)
SOUTHAMPTON ) )
BATH ) ) )
BRISTOL _ ) )
UNIV CCLL LONDON )
GROUP 4

ESSEX j )
UNIV LONDCN UNION )

e S

KENT )
CAMBRIDCE ]
---00 0=-~-




WINKS IN AMERIuA

There is not too much to report since the flrst issue
of 'Néwswink' but the teams of last year seem to bé thriving
and Cornell and Harpur. are certainly bigger and bettser than
they were last year. Thoy played a match in wmid-October which
Cornell just won. The championship team MIT are stilil dcing
well as far as 1 can gather. '

On the weekend of Feb. 22nd there will be the annual
Washington's Birthday "Continentals” . i.e. - the North American
Tw Championships. In additicn to last year's teams one has heen
started in Hartford, Connecticut by Phil Villar (ex-England)
and from what I gather it has reached & high standard aliready
- and should do well at the 'Continentals'. The Ottawa team is in -
the. process of being reorganised and will definitely be present
at the Contlnentals, but so far this ysar we haven't made contact:
with Toronto or Cass Nestern Reserve.

—_—)-—

THE STATE OF WELSH WINKING

Finking in Wales is mainly cent red on Bangor and
Aberystwyth in the north. There is very little interest in
withking in South Wazles, except for a club at Deans School
.in Monouthshire. Bangor University has a small but active clut
which playe with other, mainly University, clubs. The Winks Club
in Aberystwyth consists of both University students and pupills
from Ardwyn Grammar School. We have a hundred and eighty
members, which is almost a hundred per cent increase 1n numbers
over last year. Besides piaying matches with other clubs we
orzganise an internal Ieagus Championship each year. This year
we have four divisicns in the 1eabue with-elght reams 1n each.
But apart from these clubs there is very llttle crganised w1nk1nc
in Wales at present.
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SCOREC.REDS

In Wwls I drew out & possible plan for a sccerecard,
and offered to sell duplicated copies of the scorecard at zd
cach. However Steve Draln has managed to get several hundred copies
of this layout printed free, and so I can give thess away to anyone
who makes a reasonable request for some.- Bditcr, address elsewhere.

_—O——

- WORDS FOR WINKING

Tiddlywinks is an ancient gzame, and as such should
have colourful ancient terms. It is sad that tiddlywinks has
so small a glossary.

However, by poaching and inventicn I have collected
the following to test the reactions of winkers.

Tiddlywinks The game . :
Mat Pyaying surface
Winks Counters
Pot , L
Squidgsr .Playinz ccunter
wafer very thin
saucer 2" diameter
ha'penny 1" diameter
Squop Cover an opponent's wink
Lay Cover partner's wink

Play for the pot
Elder player

Drive

Start of the game

Winner of the above who begins
and ends the sane

Shot from the baseline

4 -



Approach

Pot out

Tempt

Pile~

Mound L

Cz- a mound of fivs

Flat

Pair, tierce, quart, quint
Bunker

Cannon/bomb shot

pPot cannon
sgucy cannon
Matted
Bisgues
Baulkeqd
baulk pot
Chase
Lift
Disect

Burst
Walk
Holed

Please let me hear
are many more situations t

your comments and s
0 describe.

shot into a potting position
Put all & winks in the pot
Place wink near an cpponent's
2 or 3 winks together

4 or more winks

A11 winks heorizontal

2,3,4,5 winks covered by 1 wink

Self squopping shot

Attempt - %o bresk a mound by
dropping a wink onto it

All winks squopped
Free turns
Tco close to the rot to pot

Last of 6 winks to be potted

When a wink is turnead over

Pile is manoeuvereca intc 2 o
more parts

4 violent desquop

Pile moves bodily

Potted by an opponent's play

uggesticns - there
Steve Drain
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MARCHANT TROPEY

Cn Nov 2nd the Marchant Trophy was once eggain taken

down from its Plece of honour in the ro
¢ U Tw C and dusted

Cambridg
were Southampton, who were
won all their matches this

cartoon of Snoopy (the "Peanuts'

in a highly confident mooa
Their optimism (
big matches) was short 1i
consistently and in good
final round to retain the
switched from their normel

in a iast desperate bigd. i

7-0 against Tony Hoare and

agalinst Cambridgers long-st

‘Southampton won the round

Phil Tepper ana Jeremy Shep

but a
who re

the Marchant Trophy,
except Southampton,

for interested clubs
be made in writing
and Charles Relle (

d
ngze

In WWl4 I trie
ripe at Qongress to cha

Relle tried to criticise th
in WWl5 (and also put an entirely superrl
proposed comnstitution for EFTwa - Secticn
would like 1o challenge his criticisms by

I, in my turn,
meking a few points.
Ny 8- :

1)

N

In my-artiole I éﬁggést

¢nd Cambridges
ved, however, !
form, regquired only 1z point

to challengefor t
to Jeremy Shepherd |
secretary of & Tw A)

om of the President of
off. The challenzers this time

very hopeful of victory as they had
Seascon. They had even produced =

dog and their emblem)

S usual pessimism before
as Cambridge, playing

s from the

trophy. Not surprisingly Southampton
double-squop to pot-squop tactics

ick Wisemen and Les Want potted out
David Carrington, a unigue achievement
anding first pair. However,

cnly 15-13. Cambridze thus won 675-44%,
points for Cambridge,
intable comments to Southampton.
to play Cawmbridge for
s there is no one else on the list
-challenged, now would he a good time
e Trophy. Challenges should
secretary of Cambridge)

- addresses inWWls,elsewhere
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THE NAME OF THE GAME AGATIN

. C o=

0 pbush the idea that the time will be
the name of our ganme te Winks. Charles
i1s article in "A letter to the Hditor®
Uous paregraph into his
14, last four lines).

. : _ L
ed using the name Winks sc that our
-5~




game could easily be publicised as, and be seen to be, different
from the various noddy and nursery zames called Tiddlywinks.

The whole purpose of lir Relle's article is to tear down the idesa
of having two different names for the different kinds of zames
and yet he finds 1t nescessary to use two different names

himself - "higher-level Tiddlywinks" and "lcwerilevel Tiddlywinks™.
2) He says "we should demonstrate and portray higher-level
tiddlywinks for what 1%t 1s, a better game than most people .
suppose,™. True, but surely easier if higher-level tiddlywinks
has 1its own name.

%) He says "Let us ... preserve for ourselves the ancient name

of the game". Winks 1is a new game, why use the ancient name cf an
ancilent children's zame to describe it.

4) "...our game 1s inseparable from its origins™. I _thought the
whole point is that we want to ssver all connections between

our game and nursery zames, not push oufr game as & new, improved
targst-tiddlywinks.

5) "Whenever a tiddlywinker appears in the public eye it is his
plain duty ...%o pour scorn cn the manufacturers of these absurd
noddy sets who thoughtlessly bring a good name into disrepute.?”
The name Tiddlywinks belonags to noddy sets end nursery zames

by right of prior use, . It is we who, at the mcment, are
trying to make gocd a disreputeble name. Surely it is better to
start afresh with & new aame.

6) ™Attack 1s the best form of defence™. If our game was called
Winks and not Tiddlywinks we would not have to be on the defensive.

If T might now make another point of my own, an interesting
analogy is perhaps that of ruszsby. This has its origins in football,
when a public school kid fell on & focotball and sqguashed it,
but if is now considered = completely different game to
foothall and has its own name.

Also Mr Tom Heaney {a Northern Radio newshound of soms
repute) has shown some interest in the proposed chanseover of name.
He has twice contacted me personally since he read the article
in WWi4, asking for details of the Congress at which the matter
will be discussed.

—_——) -

ANCOTHER LETTER TC THE EDITOR

Sir,

I have noticed recently in WW correspondence concerning
changing the name cof the game of Tiddlywinks. I would make
one poilnt - achange of name without accompanying change of nature
of some eoncrete form 1s futile.

May T make an anaiocrgy.- The public, with whom we seem to
be ccncerned in this matter, are no strangers to euphemism. I
rat-catchers were suddenly to c¢asll themselves rodent-operatives
in an attempt to "improve their image” and for nc other reascn,
then the public wcould recognise the ploy and dismiss it for what
it was, and 1f any change resulted a3 &1l the rat-catchers!
image could only tarnish. If however rat-catchers were, say, to
form a reglister and Institute & test and to call enyone who
was reglstered a rodent operative, then the public would take
note and be able to distingwish between a qualified rodent
operative snd & merse rat-catcher.

This is surely the aim of changing the name of Tiddlywinks,
to distinsuish between our game and "neddy winks". We have at
the next Congress our only opportunity in the forseseable future
to change the name, because only then can we say to the public -
iook, we have set up a new structure for the game with whatever
that entails and the nembers of the new organisation will call
their game " -«~«-"., This surely will be accepted by the public
and may be counted a small step in the rizht direction. A
change of name at & later dete will be merely another euphemisam.
So act now, or forever hold your peace and get on with playing
the game instead of talking about 1t.

Personally, I think it is all & pointless dlscu551on,
the game by any name would smell as sweet.

N G Shepherd
_6_ .



ADDRZSSES

: Wil5 was concocted by two beoble in different parts of
the ccuntry. Somewhere dlong the line the list of addresses
o National Winks a8sociation 3ecretaries was inexplicably
altered. The following is, I hope, a more accurate list than the
one Tinally printed in WALS .
IFTwa Wicel Shepherd, 18 Meadow Benk, Timperley, Altrincham, Ches.
E Tw A Charles Relle, 2 Denmark Road, Cottenham, Cambridae.
I Tw 4. Martin 0'Shea, 51F .Downshire Avenue, Lurgan, Co. Armagh,

Northern Irelesnd.
NATwA Mitchell Wand, (address unknown - moved since TH1E)
ScoTwA Adrian Grant, Drié—braok'sweth, 20 Springfield, Dundee.
WTwA Linda Lake, Glengower, Vietoris Terrace, Lberystwyth.
The address of the Eiitor (until Congress) is

. Jeremy Shepherd, 18 Meadow Bank, Timperley, Altrinchem, Ches.
and any letters, articles, nevs, views or comments should be sent
to me. I will pass them on to the next " Fditor rfor WWL7 .
ot T, .

~--000C0~-~

NORTHERN JUNIOR Tw O

Phis year's competition attracteqd 30 palrs, 5 more than
last year, It was held on Dec 20th ang Jan 2nd at Manchester
University Union. AS 1n previcus years the championship received
extensive press coverags.

There were nc surprise results in the preliminary round
but this was not so in the first round. Kirk and wilg (AGSTWF), a
pair new tc the game only a few monthsbefore, beat the hizhly-rated
drd seed Goodwin and Lewis (ACSTWF). In snother game Jones
(Alt Tw issn) and Munn (M3 a pair of sreat experisnce but
lacking practice beat Ltkinson and Rolton (LCSTWF). Txperience
also paid in the next round when they heat “offin and ~ould
(AGSTWE).

In the quarter-finals the two remzinanz female pairs
were drawn against sach other but the skill of L Jones and
4 Phillips (scgs) Proved too much for [ Brentwocd and R Newton
(AGGS).

In the semi-finalsgs HWynn and Blears blayed Jones and Phillips
whilst Jones and Munn played Kirk znd <wila. Beth results were
cocmpletely unsxpected, the former champion and his partner
losing 11-10 tc Jones and Phillips after the score had stood
at 7-7. In the other semi~final Jones and Munn Tound themselves
trailing 9%-4%4. In the last tame Jomes had a chance to level
the scores, but nerwves evercame him, as has so often bean the case,
and he failed g simple pot shot on the last £0 of the gams.

_ In the final Jones and Phillips kept to their rotting
tactics but some fine asgrassive sguopping by Kirk end wila
. gave the latter a well deserved 6-] victory in the first zame.
- In the second game [Kirk sersing victory started to pot-out and
- rapidly Sale's title hopes fs .=4d.
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SELNECWA

At the begining of the schocl year the Worthern League/
Manchester Winks #sscciation was Tevamped to form the Selnec
Winks Asscciation, and in its new form has proved to be zg
successful as ever. Five clubs ars representsd in the Association
anc there is hope cf another *three Joining in the near futurs.

With its present personnel SelnecWA intends to make its
mark on the future of winks crisnisation. 3oth the orzanising
ability and high standasrd of winks in Selnecwire showm when they
arranged for Aberystwyth to visit Altrinepam With two teams.
Aberystwyth lst team lost to AGSTwWF by 60£-51% and Aberystwyth
cnd were beaten 813-50% by z team comprisire & pair from
cach of the other 4 Selnec clubs.

.y
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The Associstion then went on t¢ organise the Northern Juniocr,
perhaps not guite as succesfully as it might have dcone. This was
because the organisers were relying cn the cceoperation of old
ccntacts which was not forthcomin:, But undasunted thesy zot
down to work and the Championship:was held. - ' ‘

At - present SelnecWA is gathering its ideas together in
time to put them forwsrd at Congress. They are a progressive
movement and I am sure this is what we need to keep winks alive.
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