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Tast night a hushed House of Commous wés addressed by the
Prime Minister. His speech spelt out the crisis Pacing Britain
foday. " The wink is falling as against other games and sports"
he annocunced, "Interest in Tiddlywinks has declined since 1972
by 26.8 %, What is needed is a year for winks." Riéing to a
crescendo the Prime Minister said " we will fight them on the
winks mats......Never in the squopfield of human goufliet has
80 little been done for so few by such incredibly small people®,

He was then led away by two men in white overallsrto.the Buyton -
State Institute for the Bewildered.

The members of the House responded vigorously. The
hounrouble member for Thanet West wished to know whether the wink
in his pocket had changed in value. Theréishonourable member for
Soho wished to knéw-how the squidger'wés going te stand up in
the face of competition. The Home Secretary unveiled an econony
package. Once the wrapping was undone %he followling was revealeé:

* there would be a 1imit of 6 men per team-after Augusk L+

! Pam K owles would be bequethed to the natien

* Of Tibet -

* England would not send a team to the Mdntreal Olymipcs

* Roger Kirby's assets would be frozen

The debate continued far iuto the night, discussing how to
regain coufidence and interest in the wink., The very silly member
for Bexley suggested a World Cup Competition, along cricket and
tram lines, with competing teams from England. England, England,
and England, to make sure we won, The member for Walsall North
suggested underwater winks., The honrouable member for Rochdale
announced that he wag a six man team.

The debate was'adjourned at Opewing Time.




Deaths :

The flrst in an endless series of obituaries of leading
winkers. I tnis edition we highlight the current England Singles

Champion.

Keith Robert Seaman, believed to be the reincarnation of a
twelfth century Buddhist monk who had taken a vow of eternal
silence, was reborn at an indeterminate age to bemused parents in
1950, He spent his childhood in the spicey backstreets of Southall
and the suburban backwaters of Rayners Lane, and it was from such
a background that he first acguired his yen for things oriental.
His formal education was at Zaling Grammar School, a notable
breeding ground for winkers and other twisted people, and he moved
at the cllse of the 1568 season to Southampton in the bliock
tranzsfer of 4 ¥.3.8. .athematicians., Socon Keith was making his
mark =t Scuthampton, andlater on he learmed to write. Hig four yea:
'atretoh! coincided with the presence of other good winkers and
soon success came his way, being secretary and captain of S.U.Tw.C.
in his second and third vears respectively. Academically his time
in the deep South is best remembered for his two volume work on myc
mysticism : Volume One entitled " Meditatio on the Mat"; Volume
Two entitled "The acheivement of Nirvana t rough 7-0 victories ".
Gaining t o degrees in Hathematics he returned to oblivion in his
native territory from where he creepé furtively into Victorila
every day to play with computers. His eastern pursuits take up
more of his time, particularly now that he has discovered No. 25
(without rice). His latest work, " The Karma Suitor " is due to
be published posthumously, and indeed the day was not long
distant when ¥eith would cnly have played with yellows.

RK / GRC
Veified by wWho's Who, Enceyclopedia Britannica and C uft's Show
Guide.
Other Tributes :

"Keith is a mar-ellous men to play with " ( J. Shepherd)
" Keith......who 2" (Sunshine)

"Shut up, Spot"(Miss Hughie Greene was my valley - nee Jones)
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: Nigel Knowles, Alarn Bolton, Bob Wilkinson. (play-off required)

L

2 Fam Knowles, Alaistair Iuncan

3 Jon Mapley, Alan Cook, D, Helliday

4 : Julius Mach, John Urmiston, Barbie Dean
5 : Alan Shearman, Graham Froctor, Steve Welch
6

7

8

9

Jeremy Shepherd, Geoff Puplett. Andy Vincent

Keith Seaman, R. Whittaker, Ian Bennett

Geoff Cornell, R. Tibbits, Dave Byard

: Alan Dean, P. Belsen, Paul Hutchings

10: Bungy Wells, S Becket, Mark Ste aniak
11: Hugh Goyder, Neville Martin, Keith Ford,
12: Deniss Opposs, Paul Spencer, Faul Hoffman
13 :P2ul Light, Stuart Marshall, Dave Taylor, Madelaine Theine
14: Simon Rundell, Fred Chamberlain, Eddie Anderson-
15: Mick Wiseman, Andy James, Sarah Fogarty

16: Mick Mooney, Colin Brown, Brian Watson

Second Round Draw: oy
2 v 11 ., This has already been played. Neville won, and Jjust to ke
awkward has now takern up residence in the Shetland Isles.

19 v 13

14 v 9

4 v 1 Matches will be completed by September 15thf
3 v 15

7T v 12

6. v B

5 v 16

National Pairs ChampiUnships 1975

First Round Results:

(winner of the group underlined)

1 : The Knowles', The Wilkinsons', Ormiston & Hutchings.
2 lzpley & Orrock, Whittaker & Tibbits, Puplett & Berry
3 : Belsten & Beckett, Halliday & Suter, Wells and Cook

4 St faniak & Phillipson, Vincent & Loberts, Byard & Jones,
Shearmen & Proctor ' '

Dean & Cornell, Mach & Bowen, Orr & Classick

0'Neill & Goggin, Hannaway & Douﬁlas, G&odall & Budd
(Victory by defazult but this is subect to an appeal)
7 : Shepherd & Seaman, Hoffman & Opposs, James & Watson

: Light & Anderson, Marshall & Cooper, Thaine & Fogarfy
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T think that next year we will rechristen this event the E.Tw.A.
Matrimonial Agency. Since the original entries Boh Wilkinson &
Julius Masch have each married their partners, sue & Claire, but
fortunately when Alan Dean married his partner was chosen as Best
Man rsther then bride. (Anyway, Barble looked much prettier on the
day). Alan Cock is the next on the list for the gacrificial altar
will he complete the set by having Bungy as his best man 7
Affaires apart the most interesting result was the elimination of
the favourites foxr the event, Keith snd Jeremy, b Faul and
Dennis, in Group 7. The other competitors would like to thank
them, I'm sure, and to request that their winning run is Bmow at an
end.

It was good to see 3o0ome pairs from the Egham Group, based on

St, Msrk's School, Hounslow, in the competition.

Round Two_Draw:

> v 4 3 1 (when they get round to deciding round one) v 3
5 v 6 3 8 v .

The final stages of both the singles and the palrs ecoumpetitions will
take place the E.Tw.A. Congress at Brunel Upiversity in Novemeber.
(see later on in this edition).

Should we abolish Singles and Fairs Champiosnships 2
by M. STill & R. Kirby.

The last five years have seen a decline in the number of people
and clubs playing Tiddlywinks, and a rise in the number of singles
and pairs tounaments. Perhaps the two trenas are connectied.

The problem is that on leaving ollege, mogt keen fiddlywinkers
wish to ¢ nt ne playin® but do not have regulsr contact with enocugh
players of a similar vent to form = complete team. Competitions like
+he National Singles are very welcome to such plabers, siw .e their
desire to play competitively is fulfilled without mueh effort on
their behalf. The easy access to tournaments reduces the stimulus
to speead the word, and teach 1ess_fortunates to ‘play. The history
of the game has always centred around clubs, articularly in Upiv
Universities, and tine game's future must depend upon reeruiting new
talents, which is most easily done in a club structure. Here the
college-based players have the greatest responsibillity. Byt we must
not sllow ot er experienced players 1o become complacent. Lhere
must be some encouragement f - them to form new teams or expand
their present club. Dne possible way would be to remove the cause



- 0f their complacency - the gingles and pairs competitions. But to
do his would be = negative step which would surely hasten the- decline
and herald +the end of'nationalrtidflywinking.

To tryto veeonstructive then, ‘n the light of our own experiences
in trying to form clubs and teams since leaving Southampton, let us
€Xamine the problems. Initially the gifficulty is getting ehough
people sufficiently interested, It seems conventional that matches are
rlayed between teams of @ a side;gﬂe think thet this is too many. For
most purposes 6?aisid@ﬁi§“betﬁ@!@;éﬁd there could be a cage for a
further reduction %o 4 =z side (especially with new teams). The esgence
is that teams,shuuld.play each other ang arrange beforehand the
scale of the matech ., (It may be worth digressing to recall that the
historical reason for 8 a side is that Oxford angd Cambrige had 8
Players each just before the first Varsity mateh, and wa= purely
circumstantial). '

The advantages (to new ¢lubs) of having teams smaller than 8 is
that it is a2 less daunting task to the organiser to complete 2 team,
Transport is easier if one person has a large car (of course teams of
4 reduce the problem further) and by no .1eans least, the match itself
lasts only 3 rougds, and.thgﬁgiggg_arqud 2'hgurs,‘which makes life
considerably easier fbr"ﬁ;ﬁééﬁéfs; Théfe are other‘BonuSes :-for
instance the playing area is smeller, and it is easier to time the
m2tch so as not to encroach on opening times!

To encourage the formation of new teams we could institute a
new national.knoek-out'competitions for nowvices (the bronze wink ?).
The sort of format we €nvisage would be either teams of & (with not
more than 2 players of one Jear or more playing experience) or teams
of 4 (with not more than one such player). It would be interesting to
specify in the competition rules that advice (but not demonstrations)
may bé sought from €Xperienced players in other games (but not affered
by them). 0f co rse there sho.1d not be any restriction on the type of
club allowed to enter, just on the composition of the teams,

It would vpe very easy to flaunt the rules of thisisort of event, but
if ansone isg 80 keen to win that they ignore the spirit of the
competition, the nn legislation will ever stop them cheating. .

It is important from the publicity angle that ¢lubs, especially
those in colleges and uneversities, pla matches and. publish results
internally'within‘the college or perhaps even in local newspapers.
With publicity, c¢lubs can mushroom. A new novice competition such
as the one we have suggested can only help in this respect,




4 _Suggestion for Team Matehes,

ST

€ smaller +foaues higm,t
travelling expenges (th&rwas aboyt

ra) I Proposed a

€im,
! ds and 4 matg This invelrea taoh
player playing 1 Singles game gng - Palrs games - g total ¢ ¢
singles ang 9 pairs games in the mateh,

ALl example.of a matnh card ig"
€Very other and each player play
This woulg work best if the t
strength. The order of play e

shown below, Each phlﬂef Plays
s his opposite.number at singlea,
8 are played roughly in order of
d no doubt be impreved upan,

(2) bveat (1) & (B) 4-3%, andg
he partnership accumilated 263
the total mateh Points are 105

lay
eam
oul
In my example of scoring (1) &
(1) won hisiainglea.6—1, and t
points out of g total 35 i,e.
instead of the normal 112,

Nigel Knowles,
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That Name Again.,

Professor Horuld Orton wead Ahc ooty ? - fenAine wrdtasids
dialzet before his death a few months ago at theagiizin7:£ the
Shortly before his death I wrote %o him.about thedo ;imes o
word Tiddlywinks, following an article &n the Sui aya e
whish Tiddly-winks was ¢uoted as a dialest wordthorp¥ofessor'8
the record I would-like to quote passages from e
letter to me :



S.7. Omoris in his Oxford Diectionary of English Etymology
which has the last word on the subject, states gulte simply that tr
word, in Jour sense, is first recorded in the nineteenth century
and that its origin is unknown, '

We picked up the sense of 'newt! only once, in Egsex,
It also. means 'beershep! and is so recorded in Jaseph Wright's

English Dialect Dictionary.‘ |

As an O0xZord man, méy I wish the 4dssociation a long and
flourishing career., May it ne;er become a lost cause,

| Yours sinceféiﬁ,

Harold Orton,

lMany thanks to Higel Knowles for this seminal piece of research.
The editor thinks its serious.(It might even be fatak, )
L 999

The 1975 Hampshire Open Championships,

Results .
Pair / Round 1 i 2 3 4 g 5 Total | Pos
Budd & Coodall |-%¢ & LILUIIELT ITH 15 Bre3t 16 [ g
Bvard & Jones S < o N L% - jzfu $ 19 . 6
Cornell & Goydexp—¢g—849 44 BITI T gl7 ["5¢ 1] 7 27 1]
|Crook & Rovertg gt L{BYEI BIG L ey e B (LR 13
Dean & Hollom P — 1113 5 F—ts 'Ahgéf§“ 16 8
Edwards & Bennetitigl L 17 -+—b L iﬂl%ﬁfi' 2o 20 5 ]
Knowles' R R Py o P [ B it 73 253 | o
Lees & Hillier 1—35 052 f;;ié%&'fﬂigééﬁL T2~ 163 7
Martin & Weloh 224 23y ([ LS G B T TR 4
Mooney/Edwards _125%—Eﬂq—gq~ 'z;“iﬁ*b'b"ié—]"'. 5 253 3
Mach & Bowen  Fe—lBJl L [3 J {5 T # 158 (101
-Stacey/Biggerstafloi Lie. | IfBYET 514 _ bl = 1T = ,T
ff R 1 13 A3 1313 131 ¢
Vivcent/Sucklingtpas | Hr 28| S T BVRL S ot o= 12 1

The Hampshire Open, thoughshowing an encouragirg amount
of new talen? (?) was again dominated by Quesh - proviging six
Players in the first four bairs. The 5th pair contained the only
foreigner, with the exception of Jeremy, who. sat in the corner
writing his memdirs (to be serislised in later.editions of the
Winking World - weather permitting). It was unfortunate that
the Hants Open coincided with the Varsity Match as the entries
and competition were correspondingly reduced,




Geoff Cornell continued his triumphal return to British winks with
his second pairs win, although this time partnered by Hygh Goyder,
the o0ld man of the current Southsmpton team, with a 1% point lead
over Pam and Nigel, the only unbeaten pair in the tournament. There
then followedza 4 point ga2p to the hotly disputed third place -
which went to Mike and Susan b. half a point. Fourth were Neville
and Steve, for whom the only 7-0 of the day was net enough, and
f fth were Cyril and Wiggy, exuding Ancient Germam expletives and
smoke respectively, and proving that 6-1 1s the only possible
score in 2 winks game. The highest- placed South@ﬂﬁton pair were
sixth, while Alan and Barbie scraped into éighth- equal in the last
round, being narrowly beaten to seventh posifion ?g ancther all-
Southempton pair, Graham and Steve 4id well to come eigth af er
only playing for six months., Clare and Jylius won the first two
rounds 6-1, then deteriorated considerably, geining les= than four
points in %he_remainder of the contest., Andy and épeve were seventh
equal after the fourth round, but had to leave for tea {(some people
have no sense-of priorities). The Southampton cap$ain and his
partner consistently gained 2% peints or less per round, except
when they got a bye (perhaps this explains Southampton's decline
this year). Malcolm and Tony were unlucky to face Pam and Nigel,
and Cyril and Wiggy early in the match, and Alanjand Barbie in the
last round,

Dave Byard,

In case you 2re as confused as I about the table overleaf the key

-y

is as follows ; Opposing Pair | Score fgr Round

W oty ————

Runnlng Tntal Scnre
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Qur chatty Chairman unveils a new gosspl column 3.

* The new Secretary of Oxford University Tiddlywipks Society 1s
Johu Ormiston (ex~ Manchester Grammar and Englawnd), St. Edmunds
Hall, Oyford 3

* The new boss {fuehrer) of CUTwC is Faul anfman of Flfzullllam

* Alistair Duncan 1s miow off101aliy a Tiddlywinks Club, at

Edinburgh University. He 1is hoPing for an eventual increase in

membership. Maybe a Scottish team before long %

I also hear rumours of New University of Ulster.back in Business

Any neww and confirmation 7

* The 'Wes ern Mail' were atgempting to interview a Welsh Winker

for their series of Crazy Champions (or sonething 1i e that).
We couldn't find omne : anyv offers 7



* Cambridge Hnivorsity used to have a policy of follow.ng up
any mention of Tiddlywin s in the press ete., 1 Capried this on a
few weesk ago when tiddlywinks was mentioned on the Radio Progz r amme
"Che mpres«<iosnists", I receieved a brief reply from Barry Took:
"Tiddlywinke = you must be insane"., Those of you who remember
bis association :-ith liarty Feldman might well afree thnat that makes

us well matched?
* Oxford wom the Silver Vink t is year. That mateh wss played

on the 8th of .June, in Oxford. Oxford won 51-61. Paul .ight broke
his wrist 48 ho rs before the match and had to play left-handed,
Dennis Opposs and one or two other experienced players were
missing from the Cambridgé‘sidg. (what about Oxford's side of the

story® Bd!),

E.Em.a. ilembera,

1t is now 8 couple of years since a complete list of E.Twaa,
members wag puEﬁished, No doubt by now Some of the addresses need

up-dating’ Could you Please inform me (kditor) before the nest
edition, This list may also be uscful to clubs arranging fixtures
next season, although it is only a list of the addres..es of
individual'members. |

Alan Dean : 35 hillside Ave, Bitterne rark, Southampton S02 41D
Guy Consterdines 'iiidelney’', fairfielqd Lane, ‘est End,Wohing,Surrey
Nirel K:owles: 31 lleple Close, HeavileylStuckport, Cheshire
Patrick onhams 11 Rope Yalk, Rye, Sussex

Colin Plood: 15 Cantlry Crese,'.okinghan 3erks,RG11 1D

Geoff VWilshers: 85 Crofters! nead, Courtwood Lane, Croydon

Patrick Hogley: 'Surfenden' 13 Voodlands Rq, nedhill, Surrey
Brian Rowlett: 4 Upsdell Ave, London N13 6JN

Ifike Nash: 90 Ashurst R4, Cockforters, ilerts

Kosie Waing Jteple Poxrm, Hacttnglienh, AShTori, Kent

Johm Pick: 9a Long Lone, Bil esden, Leicester

Hichael Healsay @ c/o F.C.O.(Kuwait),King Charles St, London Swl
Phil Richards: 46 Bull St,Darleston, Staffs

Dave Rose: 34 liiddlemarch Rd, Dereham,Norforlk.

Jon liapley: 2 tianor Cl@se, Burbage, Hinkley, Leics: Lz 10 2 NL
ldwal Jones: 8 Bernard 4ve, Hucknall, Notts

Jeremy Shepherd : 16 Hillfielg liansions, Haverlosk:Hill, W3
Stuart Clark; 97 Worton Haad,Stourbridge, ores.




