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In Praise of Winks

. Wetmst pll at some time or snother queation ‘our continued involvement
»odin Winks, if only;to-explain'ourginterest to & friend or:to our psychiatrist,
+Reasons abound..Is 1t becanse: it is & game with-a fair amount of comio
.- potentisl ? A.glance at- those playing reveals that winks ddes attract thos o
.. with a humour delighting in the.absurd., Is it because it is the only game
-+, that we're good -at ? That was certainly: the way that nodern winks hegen,
- but 1f. our provess et darts, chess, o, .rughy or table tennibk is anything to
~ go by (not ‘o mention Jon's bedminton.s.so I won't) it may be less ‘brite of
modern winkers, Ls it becmuse of the beer ? ILiquid and winks go together,
back to the probable origin, of the word.tiddlywink...but even if we need
 drinks to wink, do we need winks.to drink 7 Is the appeal of winks 46 be
found, rather like oricket, in the meeting of friends; the exchange of!
.. o memories in a haze of nostalgia, the geme almost incidental: to the day's
' enjoyment 7. ./Ie it the stetistical potentiel of the game ¢ Perhaps true in
fmerjca, and seemingly confirmed by the high' proportion of statisticians and
computer, nersonnel end abbdtolr sanitary. inspectors who. play: the qEme .« «at
does anyone beyond the deviant record their results, Isn't it true that
your everage would be 'as embaraseing as wine, and so we don't hother 7
‘What then is the apveal of winks. For me it is something in “the same
itself., ithat magmificent coimbination of tactical semse, akill, nerve, bluff,
luck, apprecistion of the absurd and the local brew... & kind of .all~yweather
croquet and beor festical combined. Whatever it is in the game it has kept me
interested since T first played at school, at the Hare Hall Tiddlywivk Club
in the early '60O's, in the days of the London Leasue first time round. I'wve
been involved in three - tournaments or matches so far +this year, all of a good
standerd, all clésely competitive, and’I'velendsd all emotionally and!.:
physically drained, much to the smusement of those of my friends who.don't
ploy. 15 this combination peculier to winks, or present in all aports ? It
mey be, but for me the need for a game:which forces me to usé wmy héad;y which
is abosrbing in itself, which tests my physical. skill, and doesn't invelve
mé in kicking the hell out of the opponent's supporters, is met in winks. If
E,Tw.ls were reduced t6 only four pley érs aétive in Englend, 1t would still be
worth us neoting round .the matl Roll on the next matchi L

o Geofféﬂgrﬁell = Editor.
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1977 B,Tw.l. Congress and Netional Sinsles. Championships. - | 0 ok
This is to teke place at Brunel University, West London over the weekerd of November

Sy It is hoped to 5hqvquwbjdivisibn5fin_the‘Sigglésjevqnﬁ,;ﬂith an
all-pley-all competition within ea¢h division. Competitors énter which Division they
wish, and the winner of Division I is the English Champions..s0 overyone, of
whatever stondard has & ohahce for sonme podd samés and keen compeltion, To. enter
and to receive the necessery further details, write to Dehnis Opposs. '

Chaqu of;Addreésl‘= Ll Sl Lo el S
B.Ty.L. Chiirmon @ Jon Mapley t 2 Jensmead, 'W:L;fcl?a}ﬁ;f Tsdox.




1977 Yational Pairs Charmpionships

The 1977 Wational Pairs Comnetition was the first to be held over one
weekend, and took place from 30th April +to the lst May at Fitzwilliem College,
Cembridge. A rather disappointing entry of onl y ten pairs was enhanced
by the legendary Dave Loclkwood whe flew over from Hew York especially for
.the occasion ~ at considerably less expense than people travelling from such
excotic places as Manchester and Southampton. from the start all efforts were
dlregted towards ensuring that he conl d not win ( well he is foreign, after
alll :

The Coupetition was pleyed 88 an éll;play—all meteh, with the top two
pairs playing a final decided on the best of three games. The time limit was

o aet et 25 minutes: in:line with the ideas expressed at the last Congresg.

" Throvnghout Seturday, when each pair played 6 or T games, it was clear that
Alan Dean and Geoff: Cornell were playing as well as expected of the favourites.
~During ‘the day they: were closel y followed by Paul ‘Light: and: Dennis Opposs
and: it seemed likely:-that these would be %he two pairs to reach the Tinal.
However, both Jon Mapley and Dave: Nose, and Cyril Diwards and Dave Lockwood
were: threatening,: and: when Paul arid Demmis retheér surprisingly lost their
last game of the dey G —~ 1 %o-a. pair who hadn‘t done betmer than 2-5 hefore
“then, - the ‘gscramhle. foxr  places was on. :

vew o oo On the- Sunday Morning Paul: and: Dennis: 1ost the cruclﬂl natch o
Cyril and Dave;, but Dave then hed to cateh his plane back to the Siates,
leaving Cyril-to contend with the:transfer of pointa rule which ensured
 that he couldn't get any further: (after 8ll, it wes a'pgird champsionshipl).
”hen Paul and Dennis logs yet aaaln and Jow and Uav1d beat Geoff o

-«Rawllngu and Keith Seamsn 5% = 1% they qualified to meet Alan and. Geoff
1n the flnal....they'had collecte@ 49 p01nbs fron their 9 ﬂamoa. s

ZD/P G/F A/G J/D A/GP Tc/G ”\E/E C/D P/J D/C Pte, Pos.

Dennls &, Paul - 61 ‘3: 1 5% f-f.‘._6 6 B 1%-' %5 3pd

CGeettTETrd L - 106 5 1 U 67771 32k 7
L Mlend o Geoff © 6 6 - 6 6 3 6 36 6 49 let
Jon & Dabe O ;4 ‘TH;; 1}“H— ;: 6 ffﬁ%h“‘B ,gé‘if%nff 5 ,, 136% 2nd
Ala.n § &Co0PE B, G 120 Lot Lo e D OF. OF O 1 13 10th
Relth & Geoff B 1F 6T 3R IE 5 -0 1k, 6 6 3 34 Sthe
Martin & .L.addle D1 sk 14 T% Sk . 1 6 6 34 Sthe

| Coliné Dave TV 11 3ht 3T ¥ 1 6 o 4k 4} 3% om
. Pete & Jerem-. 2 0 L. 0 T* 1 ¢ 1 25 - 1... 15 9tn
Deve L& Cyril’ 557 6 1 276 4 1 22 6 47 3k 4w

‘Soon after 3 p.m. the final started. The colours throughout were as
follows t Jon (:alu_S & Dave (Red), Alan (Green) & Geoff (Yellow)e
In the first .game CGeoff placed. five of his winks ‘near the pot from the
. basel1ne and with David Llrlno off the et the yellow poteout looked Very.
much ‘on’ the cards. Jon and Lavid scurrled in to prevent the, pot—out, and
w1th thelr o*nonents naklng ohe or two 31mple errors they meined the upper
hand. lowever by'round three yellow hed four free winks, and. with blue .
s missing teo consecutlve pot—shots whllSt greeq pottec three Alan end Geoff .
“ Y elearied” up 5% - lg.,. ,
The start of she second game didn't #iveJon and David muoh h0pe of a
recovery. Geoff squopped two reds from the haseline and after a poor pile
suash halfwey through time, Alan bopan 8 pot —oute Two small greens went .
streight in, but despite’ their presence Alan mansged to lend a large Wink
straight on top of thom, and it bounced straight out of the pot. This was &
distinet turning point in the game, although t he situation was by no neans clear.




A ger twenty winutes three greens were in the »ot, and three were squopped,
althoush Llue s till had three winks at the haseline. With their superior number
of winks Jon and David soon necutralised Geoff's counter-attack, but even with
gocd potting from Jan in rounds three and four they coul d ounly contrive a 4-3
win - Alan and Geooff's first loss of the woekend. This made a total score of
o% - 2%, with Alan and CGeoff needing more than 2 points from the third gane to
lift the tropihy. _

he third game started in fine style - a2 green and & blue off the mat from
the haseline. Jowever Jon and David gained e grip eerly on, holding four of the
five little piles. After further, oven developnent, the sccond piece of Dean
nogic was produced. Trying to desquop & pile whilst still in a respectable
general position, Alan squopped &l the greens (himsclf) and left only one free
yellow. From this point on e horrified Umpire realised what would hanpen -
5-2 to Jon and David, 10% all after ihrce games.

After three extrenely close ganes, all of which were decided in the last
round of play, the fourth game wes started at 6.15. As Alan and Geoff hed already
scored two 3%'s during the league, the odds on a definite rosuli were longe
A pile very guickly developed atv the base of the pot, containing mostly large
winks helonging to flan and Jon. Throughovnt the gane this pile was the centre
of etiention, with ell the subsiduary action being of & one on one nature.

Jon and David meintained & tenuous advantage until scme good counter-atitacking
gave Alan the opportunity ti cobmtrol the pile once and for all. It was a
Aifficult shot, a snell green high up on to a large blue, and it just failed,
5lifing vnder a yellow into the bergain., The next importent shot had to be
pleyed by Jon, with the large blue. It was & choice of pile~splitiing some
reds and blues out, hopefully onto opponents, or attempting to pot the large
blue off the pile, freecing other Llues in the processs Jon went for the pot,
nissed, but ceme out of it very well indeed with a red falling onto two greens
(covering both Ly less than 1 mm), end these bridgeablc onto a yellow. Alan
coul d do nothing, but Dave's bridge shot failed o squop ycllow. Geoff was
thus left to pot two eesy yellows to win the game with his last shote e
missed the first one (Tt still haunts me...m§ and Jon potted the large blue,
which was still free for a total of nine points, lemving Alan with too mony
miracles for even he to perform. The finel score was 4% - 25, and Jon and David,
after coming back on the Sundgy for the formality of two games in the league,
found themselves champions.

Looking hack the weckend was quite & success. The usge of the linger time-
linit will need discussion at the next Jonsress in the light of our experience,
and the usc of the floor for such a lengthy metch must be questioned. The
all-play-all systen didn't entirely work because when certain teams realised
that any chance of success had vanighed, they wanted to leave which created
problens for the organiser. The competition had been intended to be run along
World Cup lines but the low entry made that inpossilble). However I consider
that the playing o £ the competition over one weeckend is better than the
protracted postel battles of the past (the 1976 Conpetition has yet to be
finished). 7ith & glight change in format, o bigger entry, and nore comnittment
from the pley ers, the 1978 National Pairs Chanpionships should ha even hetter.

Dennis Opposs.

Sore, thouzhts on the Fodrs - Geoff Cormoll

Two physicnl sensations $ missing the vitel pot, and nmuib knees. Doth made
Cprayer Aifficul + for days af terwards...One of these days we nust arrange a
winks weekend so that the final isn't played when everyone else has gone homey
and the four players are waitched only by an umpire eand o carctoker... The All~
play-all systenr 2llowed for conehacks after a poor start : Jon & David the case
in poimt, Lut also ‘artin and Tddie who had a disastrous first dey...The problem of
playing for points, which neans percentage winks, and taking ddvantage of the
weaker pairs...the general lack of wesker peirs in the Competition, every match
being tough in prospect, even the lesa-experienced capable of playing well and
upsetting the form books...the relief as we sew jet-lag take its toll...the
difference a pint or two makes...the final this year wes the only one I know of
actually to live up to its promiscessess



OPER FORI

Le _The HVamrshire Open

This competition was held in February at Southampton, and thanks are due to
5.U.Tw.Cu for once arain providing excell ent facilities anl organisation. A
feature appreciated by the liquid winkers was the hiring of the back room of a
pub in one of the more dubioug areas of Soubthampton for the Saturday eveninge.
A1l +this vhanke to the clubd is by way of a cmokescreen to hide the fact that
yours truly hazg left his match report elsewhere, but hopes to have it printed
in the ne#t edition if the public demands it. The result eventually came as the
pub pundits had predicted, with NWicel and Alan beating Geoff and Keith, and
Cyril and Dennis sliding into third place...but the matohes themselves were
close, and the five-round Swiss Tournament revealed some enterprisins play by
gome of the Southempton pairs, as well as rsvealing that Hugh Govder can still
play even if, like his heir, he is a 1little rusty. The tournament depended on
the final round and with the matches observing complete secrecy it was only
when the final shot was pleyed that Keith and Geoff reelised they would have
won hadé Feith attempted the last of an increasingly difficult series of potting
shots. As it was Alan and Nigel won by 1/3 of o point, doins & Seamon in the
process in that they only won 3 out of thelr 5 gomes.

Another feature of the weekend wes a Morchant Trophy metch between
11 Khartoun Road and 5.U.Tw.C.. Alan end Barbie played, which neant that the
haby came too...and perhaps the most los ting memory is of Alan playing a
geries of shote with the beby in one arm. 11K won fairly comfortably.

On the Sundzy afternoon S.U.Tw,C, players joined with those attendinsg the
weekend for an informnl coaching session, it beinz the belief of some of the old
hands thet all S.U.Tw.C. bagically need is confidence, and o hit more idea of
extctly what to do with their winks when in o rveasonoble position. The seesion
mas enjoyable choush for all o wish that the experiment could he repeated in
the future.

24 The Manchester Cpen Geoff Cornell.
The Sectlnw of this vears 'Open! wog o little different, with cries of 'Is wat
1 upstairs ?1,'Ho its in the cell ar next to the dart board!' ringing round the
houses The new, more informal arrensement of having the event at Knowles Towers
just ebout succesded in reversing the decline in the mumber of entries. Seven
pairs munﬂged to attend this yeer, in the competition held at the end of Julyees
and the entries were drawn from fer and wide.
Dove Lockweood flew in from the Stetes, and immedimtely creeted & problem for me.
I had to find o partner Tor him who was a sufficient handicap to give me o

.ohmnce. I 'phoned Cyril, but unfortunately he already had a partner. Dy some

plece of cunning one of our promisins young players had failed to £ind himself

a partner (he did the same for the Hants Openl) and so I was landed with the
pulrlng of Seaman and Lockwood,.,.but funny thinee can happen when the U.S.
Champion plays with the ex-U.X. Champion.
ith three ~ames to play (it wes two pames agninst each pair) Steve Velch and I
were safe unless Dave and Keith started setting 7-0s. They were ploying Alan and
Pam, who uere not having the success they had had in the M, rchant Trophy (sce
helow), D_ve Dbrourht his winks in end immediately started Jottln Five vent in,
and one dldn't go that was that. AlY in all the weekend secmed to be a success
(but perhaps I'm bimsed). One disapncintment was that there wes no Irish
Representative os we had hoped, but I think the Upen cen now be expanded, to

reverse the Recent Trend. Nigel Knowles.

SCORES
' A/ ¢/3 ws r/c  s/T ¢/F X/D  Total  Position.

Man & Pem - 6% 3 12 0 10 8 ATE Ath
Cyril & John 7+ - 4 13 13 7 5 49— Zrd
Wirel & Steve 11 10 - 12 12 1L 6 6ok lst
Pam & Grahanm ' 2 1 2 - 5 3 5 18

Sue & Ian 6 1 2 9 - 5 1 24

Geoff & Fred 4 7 25 11 9 - 6 39%

Keith & Dave 6 9 8 g 13 .0 - 5% 2nd

Cﬂll above scores the total from two somes egeinst each pair)



_Challense Motch for the Marchant Trophy : 11 Khartoum R4 v _ NEVTS

e

The second Marchant Troplhy defence of the year was played amidst the
architectural splendours of Goldsmiths College, London, in March, Doth sides
thought that the other wes going to win, and both meant it, so it was 1likel¥ to
be a clese match. The mateh started an hour later than scheduled, Geoff Rawlings
finding it taking neerly as longz to come with Keith from Harrow as it had to
come from South Africa a few wecks previously. Bven this was too early for
Stefan, who, pleading engine troubl e, arrived ot the end of the first round
Just in time to see his partner, Jeremy, forfeit hslf the 2% points he had
enassed playing solo. Charles Relle had switched back into competitive winks as
if he had never heen away, oand he and Paul scored a 4-% over Geoff and Christine,
The other mames went (-1, one to each team, which meant that 11X led by 3% points
ot the end of the first round. Yith Stefan now playinz, N/ETS moved into an
emphatic.?% point lead in the second round, with Pam and Alan repsistering
11K's only vietory. In the third round NETS moved snother point into the lead,
end needed onl y ten points for victory from the last round. The first
indications thet thinvs were not roing to be plain .sailins came when Geoff
successfull y risked & pot-out, end Christine was a commendable third, to score
their first victory, a 6-1 win over Stefen and Jereny. L few minutes later
HMaloolin potted a vitel wink, and he end Fisel scored their Tirst viectory with
o 6-1 over the two Micks. The two unbesten pairs had met in this round, ond
honours went to Alan and Pam by 6-1, endings o disturbingly fine spell of ploy
by Cyril ond Dennise. On the last table Poul on? Chorles were, meonwhile,
crulsing clong to o comfortable 6-1 victory when news reached them thot NS
now needed o 7-0 for victory in the match, & 6-1 wos all they could monagce,
which pave the round 19-9 to 11K, and the match to 11X by 56% - 55%, the
closest-ever Marchent Tronhy Match. Another challenge is to be expected soon.

Scores

TS = Mick S+ill - Dennis Opposs - Chorles Relle: Stef.JefferisTot.

- Mick VWisemon Cyril Idwoards Paul Lisht Jer.Shethrd

11K ¢ | | B
Alen Doon 1. 1 2% 1
Pon Knowles 6 ) A : 6 22%
Wigel Knowles 1 6 - 6 55
Mcleolm Froger. 6 : 1 1 1L ' 9%
Geoff Cornell . ' 5% . , 5L : 4 1
Christine 1L 1% o 3 6 12
Keith Seaman 2 6 6 1%
Geoff Rowlings @ 5 1 : 1 52 122
Tot (FETS ) B ol 16t 18k 62
Roundss 1) 158 -12% () 0k -9 () 13E-1uk (1)19-9 Tot:

: 567 - 551

- The match prompted o number of thoushis ee.eJ50TS leeaning, as Southompton did
long ogo, that its doubtful to play the two. M, cks tosether...the importonce of
picking up the odd helf point in rounds...the return of Chorles Relle, who played
winks with & verve and agsression that Southampton had thousht was their style of
play, only.to fipd Combridse hod been playing it earlier...the advantare of having
8 decent car...the scrapping of the rule which says no re-challenges for the Trrhy
from the seme challengers within i year of “%heir defeated challensCeccsceens

}Lﬁhﬂﬁﬁﬂg:z From the latest. edition of the N.A.Tw.h. Magazine comes .the following:
'There aré¢ two kinfs of people in this world - those who divide the world inte
two classes, end those who dontt.! '



De Vineii Fortiorii Cyxil Bdwards.

The Fow Year edition of Winking World included some 'Dasic Rules' concoctad
by Dave Lockweed, which I feel are worthy of further comment. There is no doubt
that the fundamentally defensive philosoohy behind these 'rules' has been
largely responsibl e for the supremacy of American winks in recont years (ever
since dear Rosie Tain in fact), and for the success of some Dritish winkers,
notebly Keith (H.) Sailor. Rules (2) ("hen in doubt bring in o wink), (5) (If
you are only slightly behind, pick at the edges) , and (12) ( It is usually
better in the long run toc play conservative stretegies then sggreagive ones
would probally find the realdy acceptance of lesding players on both sides of
the Atlantic. It follows that these ramblings ore addregsed primarily to
the majority of us who ere not leading players,.

At our own recently founded club, NIWTS (How Lovdon Tiddlywink Society -
anyone in the vicinity of london fancying the odd monthly gome please ring me
at 01 - 692~ 3937), I was horrified when one of my opponents odvised me agoinst
going for a 2 or 3 inch~distant doubleton on the grounds that it didn't maoke '
tacticel sense. The situation cccurring on that porticular evening wos roughly
as Tollows. A couple of minutes had passed, ond owing to the inept way in which
we hed brought in our winks w e found ourselves on the losing side of a fairly
evenly-halanced smell pile near the pot. Opponents had 2 or 3 guards, two of which
werc sc close together as to make a harely possible = or in other gomes a
perfectly recsonable ~ doubleton, the distonce being the main problem, Now'
conservative strotesy in this slightly behind situction advoecates that you
bring in o second wink to the proximity of the pile, ond proceed in this
faghion until the omposition either lose patience or bring in o wink bodly.
In this position it hes alwnys secmed to me that the long gquop aimed at a
doubleton is & zood idea. You may not pet the bridge (by the woy, I don't
‘like this terminology, althouw h it is feshionoble : surely o bridge is when you
are elreody on one of the winks involved, 2 doubleton vhen both eneny winks
ere free) bt you ere more likely to get ot least one of the winks, and thereby
complicate mattors sufficiently to make tTheir tmsk of guarding the pile more
difficult. Getting the doubleton amounts to counter-atiock, getting one of the
winks at least scrves as & valuable irritant; provided partner con then bring
8 wink in near the pil o,

I would l1like %o expand this one dituation into a morc general defence
of the Long S quop. Obviensly to a certain extent this depends on what one is
good ab as an individual. Wot having potted meny winks in the lest eichteen
months T tend to look for other ways of playing oagpressive winks - its o bit
like Jack Chorlton who in the lost few yeers of his carcer ns o ployer said
the only fun he got out of the game was in sorties into the oppositions
cenalty arsal Dot perhoaps the e orly use of the long squep conld be on
effective weapon egainst the conservative toactics of superior opponents,
certainly in our Pritish context. If T may be permitted to reminisce (ond this
strikes me os one thing that iz lacking in WV - conld we not hove o series on
greet gomes of the past 7) (Was anyone sober enough %o remermbor them ¥ Bdl)
my most successful winking portnership wes with someone who was not only a
consistently brilliant potter but olsc had a soft spot for the Long Squop,
Idwal Jones, who hes now hung up hie sgquidger in favour of playing Tom Fool ib
Tottinghamshire Mummer's Plays. In 1972 we had o highly cnjoyoble run in the
Nate Pairs (detnils. confirmed by a glance ot WW Fo. 20, page 17 = those were the
deys) ond o féoture of our unexpected victories over Dungy end Alan, ond then
Hugh Goyder and Mary Timmins, was effective use of the long, sometimes
hyper-long squop, Dungy ond Alan in perticuler were demornlised by our foot-long
squops in the early stages, when we had nothing to lose, ond were feeling frisky
after & liquid lunch, When Idwal and T zet together nowadays we invariabl y
blame cur defeat in the semi~finols by Delton and Gould, the notoriously
tortoigse-like schoolboys, on our record hongovers. We shared a pint glass of
woter throughout the three games. Dut that's another story. My point is squopping,
and egpecially long-squopping is fun; its not defensive, guite the opposite. Nevww
comers to the gane are often appalled 4t the fact that winks consists of
covering other peonle's winks as well as potting. Perhaps we shonld show such
fledglings the exciting long squop instead of the usual potting exhibition.



