15

W

i

I
[y

N

o,

e

M

W

174

£

7
K

b

.R

I8

o]

M

Gh

Fad

' GD
LER

EEETeN .Y
L C’SLI
TEADT

Fiw

2
i

DG

Py

[

I

ORTY

frg

$ 5198

512

{FOR

h'e
P

Oy

sert

o)
<

(o]

LD O

[es R
[

len)

G G

G Gy

N

g

5198

3519

9

s
=

2851

(5]

1

5

o

195



CONTENTS

Bditorial Jottings 1
The 1985 Silver Viink 1
Tournament Results 5
The 1995/36 Marchant Trophy 7
Going out of Turn 213
More about the Rules 14
Off the Mat 16
Winks is a2 Mental Game 17
Tournanent Ratiocunalc 23
Devaluation 25
I Weuldn't Dream 27 |
That Was the Wink That Was 30
Peyond the Dictionary in Winks 34 s
Laying Back 36 1

The editor wishes to thank Geoff Thorpe for his very
valuable assistance in the primting and production of
W45 and WWLG.




- Editorial Jottings

. The two tourﬁéments this autumn are the Fours
and the Singleg. The fours is - at'aou? Wampton on the
weekend of October 26th -~ 27th. Try, everyone, to
bring at least onc ncw ‘player to this tourhament. It
is a friendly sand relawcd occasion, and 2 handicap
system will be used to give everyone a fair chance.

The ETwA A.G.l{. will be on ' 'the evening. :of

October 26th, als@ in Southampton:

The Hational Singles Caan ienship - will be held
in, Cambriﬁge on the weekend of November 24th - 25th.
We hope to. be entertaining some Anmericans. ‘again,
possibly as many as six. If you want a match against
them, contact Jom Mapley at>275&nma?ﬁg“Withamg,Lasehs
telephone 0376-516872. Please send offers . of
acconmodation to him tod. :

My appcal for articles  'séens “to ‘have becn
heeded. 01d and new authors have contributed. Th
you very much. Dut keep it up. WWA? 1is due next
spring! '

T
.
i

If you have not yet pai v prtion of- &
(or 22 for students), remember to send it to Alan
Dean at 6 Dirkland Edw nstove,
Hottinghanshire.

AP.

by Mike Surridge
im Carrivgton
Liz Be rtoyan
On  Saturday 4th Mdy 1985 the: 1ong awvaited 1)
‘Silver Wink match was plaved hetween. Southampton
University and Cambridee University in the students’
Union at Southampton. (R ‘ :




Roth teams were substantially changed from the
1984 match. Cambridge had lost Paul 7ilditch as well
as one or twe lesser play s, and came to the match
sporting two first year players. The winning 1984
‘Qomthanpnon team was alsoc sadly depleted, with G.
Josland, P. Clark and R. Cartwright 211 gone. A n
1ook  team included three novice players, ome of whe
ves the infamous J. Carlaw. An interesting feature of
the Southaupton line-up was the presence of Stove
Harbron, who played in two Silver Wink Matches for
Oxford in 1982. Although. he had never played for
oﬁuthampton before, it was felt that he might cope
with partnering Jobhn Carlaw!

217
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Cambridge arrived the customary half-hour late,
and one round was played before iunch. Both Inglis
{Camb.) and Surridge {Soton}, decided to lurk  in
their team's lower pairs, but both choosing no. 3
they failed to avoid clashing in the first round. On

“¢hisz occasicn the result was 6 -1 o Southampton. Jim

Carrington and Jon Ferguson — © n paper Southampton's
strong pair ~ also won %3—1? aga 1ﬂst G. Hobbs and P.
Wright. The other two matche went to Cambridge but

Alan  Boyce and Liz Whicfield nanqpeﬁ to hold out for

2% points agjainst S. Sage and J. Bobertsom, s0 that
Southampton went to lunch with @ 2 point lead.

‘owing to the late{-ish) start, it was not
possible to take iunch in any of the usudl places, s©
we adjourned to the Crown (Highfield). As & ‘result of
this when Liz Bertoya ({Cembridge and Salisbury)
turned up to watch the aateh at 1 o'clock she was
unable to find the teams, despite a tour of some
fifteen pubs.

After the interval, the teams returned refreshed
and got. dawn to the rest of the match, now assisted
by an 1mpart191 (7 and incorruptible (1) observer
and umpire. Agein in round two each side took two
games, but this time it was Southampton who were
unable to ?ét the sixes and Cembridge tock the found‘
to level the match 28-28. ’

,-—_'2_.




Round three was probably ocne of th
Silver Wink history, with the last game
an hour! Things started gquite n
Surridge and W. May piling up anoth
Devliin and J. Prince. Then A. Eoyce
Whitfield managed to beat G. Hobbs and P.
A short psuse, =nd another Southampton win:
Carrimgton and J v 8. Sa
Robertscen in 2 ¢
was - happening =N
{Inglis and ! cdger v “arbron and Carl
sign of trouble came carly in rounds £
The ex-Oxford player was sguopped up exce
wink on top of massive plb
unot  surp
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potting ge pair took the
gane é-Sw The t 1rd round was thus won magnificently
by Scouthampi o now enjoyed 2 48-36 lead, needing
Just & points the final round to retain the
trophy.

For the final round Cembridge needed four large
wins, and under the circumstances elected to go for
pot-cuts in 3 games. The first to succeed was S, Sage
against J. €arlaw 2nd S. Harbron. However his partner
wag unable to  beat eithe of the ﬁf“tncmpt n pair
{John Carlaw must have use full vear's quota of

successiul ﬂrbtiﬁ“ shots game!). HNext t
i i

achieve the pot-out weas ruc egainst Liz

Wnitfield and Alan Boyce. However, Jon Prinee was

always struggling t- beet the 1985 HNational Paire
u 1. The th pt
F I

Champion and the result was 6~
was by (. Hobbs and g




urridge, and they might as well have shot at the
moon. “The Southsmpton wpair tock econtrel of  the

ftuation, and passcd cout with £ree shots and only
cne  Cambridge wink in the bucket. During this game,
however, the Cambridge pair succeeded on a number of
cecasions in sguopping the main pile, and it was
always at these nom £ Jin Cerrington chose Lo
enquire how meny points he need Wot wanting to be
overconfident, Mike Survidge in 4. Jim returned
aghast = he had HNick Inglis 4 up and was
playing for 3. Fortunately, tuation became
clear before any sericus danage was done, and in the
ast game 4-3, and

en’ the Scuthzmpton pair wop
the Silver Wink by 61~51.

SOUTHAMPTON CAMERIDGE

B. Devlin G.Hrbbs
S. Sage H. Inglis

JeiPrince P. Wright
Jo Bibertson T. Hedpger

= - - b i
-8 | =4} =2 | !
d foul= po3 = | 5 = [dl |
. =1 =1 =1 -1 |
I= - = = | |
J. Carlaw | =5 =6} =& | -6 | %
S, Harbrom | 2~ | 1 -} 3~ | 1- |7 !
I -1 -1 -1 =1 §
= I- = i- I |
H. May I -2 |} =1 ] -1 1 =11 I
M. Surridge | 5- | 6~ | 6- 1 6- 1 23 !
| -1 =1 -1 - i
I- - I- I- i !
o F -3 1 -3 | =151 !
| 4 - | 4= |55~ | 19% ]
I - -1 -1 5
! | ! E
o1 12 1 10% |
| | ] |

51 : Cambridge.
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The ‘scoresheet makes very interesting reading -
but we'll leave Charles Peile tc make up som
appropriate  sarcastic comments And so  to  the
celebratery pub crawl... but thatvs another story.
Look out for the Liz Be reoye Memorial Silver Wink

t! ‘

Construction Ha

Tourcament FEesults

He took adva
and Dave Lockwood in ?ovenbe 1984 to hold 2 World

Masters tournament. This is fo
Netional Slnmlus Champoinship.
was ~ Jon S¢  in Camb
Lockweood,
assenblod

£

idge Hessvs HKaho,
SEA znd  Knowles
nt. Four were to

qualify for a kn: znd Hshn
(29%), Mapley { {223 pot
through. In the wood beat
Hahn and Dcean be and’ the
“final wes playe es 1 Zinglcs
and the Naticnal Pairs. It resulted in a victoery for
Lockwood cngratulations to him  for his success.
Maybe the result prompred his earticle lzter in this
Journall

The World Chempicunship bas change
but remains in Amcrica. Jon Manley did mar
wrest the title from Larry Kahn, leosing 25-17, but
Larry later lost by the samc scrore again to the 1984
U.5. Singles Chempicn  Avye Gittleman, Larry
subsequently  won the U.§. 1985 Singleés, 8o an
interesting saries of matches is rospects

On "the domestic fyromt, the two fe
season seam €0 be the number of new w
arious tournsments and tho'clisencs £

t discrepancy has bee

¢ Hampshire Open: the
prenised 500 - number

-5 -



Setting this aside, I record the winmers of the
National Fours as Do yﬁcy Mag Survidge and Hiss
Whitfield, whoe were four points clear of Clark,

elle, ©Shearman and Thorpe. The dif ference between

third and fourth placcs was 1/6 of a point and the
mapley team that finished fifth scored 98 11/24, the
" first time such 2o fraction has been recordedc
The Cambridge Open and Hampshire Ope have in
recent years developed heir individual
characteristics adding variety to the season, and
Q

ics, t
providing onjoywent for the perticipants B
excellontly or b
from the
Surridge
Gpen  with

G

met once thne 12 T 5, é

won. Third was Geoff Thorpco Th@s; throe players were
prominent in the Hawpshire open o few weeks lateyr,
Relle and Thorpe winning for the second year in
uccession 2 i s1i the final game t
agzinst Surridge, whose partner fnis year Was Jim
Carrington. Our sympathy goes to Jon Mapley, whe had
to miss the Hampshire Open when he damaged his back
humping duty free liquor.

Once again I held an dnvitaticn individual at my
housc. This year I was rash cnough to invite Mapley,
who won. Second was Thorpe, and the host climed to
the dizzy height of third.

Hat ~ tricks werce possible to Alan Dean the
National Peirs and the Leondon Open. Maybe he nct
1ike to be too prominent these days, for he his

partners tc  third place in both cvents. A report on
the naticnal pairs appeared in the last issue: the

London Open saw a victory by half o point for Hull
Thorpe, with Rob Cartwright second follow

s ed ?
again at an interval of half 2 point, by Dean and hie
partner Charles Relle. uaplwy ond Parscns (the

Megacrudder) were a further three points behind. As
everyone drifted away, Alan Boyce and Cherles Relle

-6 -




began & <challenge for ‘the Jubilee Cup. An open game
soon gaw one wink of . cach of ¢
ot, 2nd Boyce remarked tha

t this was hov tiddiywinks
“ought tc be played. -He  would “have been right if
cither player had played less ineptly. As it was the
failure of any pot cut threat to carry any conviction
ied to a scramble for points in  rounds and an

cventual 4%-2%
and resumed.
81anf1cant W

done ¢ justice  to
whether yvou like o

of Winking World.
Ziscussion

]

T
2 T
slike the balance

&
ann always pleascd

articles, humour and S, 7 > that they
will - encourage more wridls to do.the same. But this

2
what you write will

¢

is vour magazine and

The 1985/86 Mnrchant Trophy

This article
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The Marchant trophy has in  the past few yeo
ceome  a sad affeir. When I started playing Wink
1980, the Marchant Trophy was some mythical challenge
frcphy which had been held by Quesh fcr as . loag as
anybody - could remember. However in 1981 it became &
knockcut competition for o teams of eix. My  first

Marchant trophy match was for SUWC {as we were thon
called) azainst Jon Mapley's OBwink. The result was
the famous tie, which Mapley resolved {as tournanent
director) in favour of his cwn team. It wa hichly
enjoyable . match for us becauss  we waren 't keyed
‘up {as we often got cover the Silver Wink), and
sixes match it was possible f£or us to {Li

without too many weak players in it.
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OBwin went on to win the 1981 Marchant trophy.
My mnext {and last) game was agrinst NewTS. We had a .
much weaker team and didn't play very well, so that
in the end we lost as heavily as expected. It wasn t
too bad a2 match, though, since we were then
rebuilding our side after losing several key players,
and it loocked as though we might be a wvery useful
cutfit in 1932/3.

Imagine cur fury when the 1982
final didn't take place until & fai
By  this time our tean {which had develﬁped as
expected) was on the wverge of breacking up again. 1
don't know if therc was a 1983/4 trophy, becau €
would Thave been too late to enter a Sotwink
the end of the 1981/1982 tournament.

he 1984 ETwA congress, Phil Clavk presented
resurrect the ailing tcurnament. In the end
is proposals were acespied. In essence, the
n cailed for a centr zanizing commitiee
powered to  disgu teanms which were
about getting : . In effect, he
comittec, and distributing untry
prepared to notify > draw. Nick
nd myscif we crporated into this

: s we would be able to
an argument developed in  which Phil had a

response to thi arrangement was pathetic,
Only Sctwink had enterﬂi team by the original
for entries {although CUTwC had given
notice verbally that they intended to take part). We
extendad the deadline an‘ CUTwC zot  two fLeams
enter@de This still seemed rather stupid so we left
the deadline open until the Hempshire Open din Feb.
'85. By this time we had run into problems organizing
a wenuc for our Silver Wink mateh due to the
considerable dissimilarity between our term dates
{(Easter vac. eliminated scme 10 weekends in all).
When  this was played early May, it was clear that we

jas]
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would not have time to
spames. Niek'I  and mysolf T
Sllver Wink winner would pull
Trophy = Hence Cambridee are
Marchant TL!“ﬁJu_y 1984'f§'a i
played, if CUTwC still ha
trophyj. Our decisziin  was
influcenced by the argument thet
holder would inerease the options a
format in 19285/4.

Perhap
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crmmend

X havo Co nsii red the most desirable format for
he Marchant Trophy 2t
?1tLle Lprurtunity to
tre

h tme :thﬁr
i

b
made now g0 that evefywnﬁ
in the discussion may do sc

o]

v
out there want us to t
= cnt to Phil Clark (E
Sccret ¥y or to me, Mike 3 Ao
Swaythling, Southampton
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Inglis, c/o Cambridge University Tiddlywinks Club,
Queens ' Collcge Cambridge.

I have oproduced a list of 7Tules which could be
used as a basis for the 19853/86 Harchant Trophy
tournament . They are veproduced im the appendix
belew. As I have already pointed out, only very fow
of these have been discussed by MNick and mysclf, but
I feel I should cutl ng e
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5
rules and indicate wheare
Ty

BPule 1 is the onlv point which has been
b
e S

di nt reached. The ddea is
te : = cor {1/4 of & car eac
that a tean of six requires two cars (i.e. mor
an o1 1/3 i i hug by swi
(e} o er to trav
£i ncreasi number of
posaible covex year's lamentable entry.

atfempt to force the toams
to hav SO ma wistent identity. However, they do
11 i ttered  group (e.g. Quesh)
to cf being able to raise a
tean noa larg c f course if they all want to
play seloction becomes fierce,
for is introduced. {I hope that
if play regularly then they
wil cam).

Rule & I regard as an opticn. It contains LwoO
statements, the first desi to prevent individuals
playing for all kinds of teams by refusing to join
any one. The second is supposes Lo stog
sc  even though they may be om a team list. However,
the second should probably be employed with the
g 3 used then a0 half
point trans fer will be applied to the resultant
half-pair. This is because it undermines rule 2 which
is designed to make it essier to play the games.

§
o
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Rule 6 I disagree with (
50 miles for twe games
other hand 2 visit by OBw
be feasible only occasiona
short sc that OBwink can
teams (The above is nor gat

$
3 G )
Te= it is-an Exomple

I

"
X

s

]

Do
0o

interns
match

from the p.p.g. a
with internal resuy
a tie.

Note that rule
inc ludes




(X%
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10.

11,

Marchant Trophy games will be playved betwzen
teans of four.

Es team must contaln at least 3 players drawn
from the team list.

%

tezam may have any nunber of players listed (but
it must have at least four). Ne player may appear
on the i of more t%aﬁ than one team,

however.

a’l he side
b g fizxtures with oppoeing captains
c ng contact with the tournrment

s
3
o]

will

crganizers.
1f after the

received a comp

{whethcey or not it
thu tournancent ), thar
with zero score fo
The tournoment winncrs will be the team which has
scored most points, not the one which has won
most matches

The current Marchant Trophy Committee will
crganize the 1985/86 tournament - new cloctions
may be held by ETwA congress to replace members

5]
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of -this LOu@xttQQo The team captains must provid
the  comm to date copiles of the team

£ o
sheets of  matches
£ .

Fh o

i ~ - z
ana resc resoe To

s =P TN : IS
alsc p ns with & ist <%

o
et

o
[

in an carlicr arvti
20 2 >
dsl. This is less
sithout i
c on L
would dim know
I wish ts
wped the

shot has
pro :

PG

[ e = (N )

out

oot B
[N

have t¢ consider the 7
after avery shoto

concentration, decrease Er y
importantly 1oy twntm,gﬁ (3 t ;
and I can no longer accept the losses 1 dincur from

the mistakes of others.

v As a partial remedy, I wqu? strongly recommend
that anyone should announce that & player has gone

- 13




anyone to  announce
of turn Tefs

© ;O T oer

where

T orh

"

T

£

h

1)

iy

o

as two

plays

e}

honor-.ound

s can't frog
free turns.

urn as sco
or 2n

O QVen
ccmment in

<7 i
vell
shot  which multcnerusly squoDs u@ the

opponents  and sends a - green of the mat. Yellow and

creen

tnocre

shot

cannot now play for the next three turns sco if
are less than three free grecms the freeing
cannot Le played
is recarded as creen's own feult for going off, and

in time. It might be that this

o
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‘that as he has failed to free, a wink is moved aside.
This 1 feel is certainly the case when a player ic
unable to free because he has gone off, or beaen
squopped by his partner during the free turns.

But comnsider the following case. With yellow and
blue squopped out green sends 2 wink off. Red sces
green has only two free winks and pots or subs his
last wink. Agein two frece turns with three s to

tu
be missed. I fecl it would be wunjust te penalisc
green~yellow in this position.

Perhaps the axt cntence in rule 12{z) should
read "If the sgquopping r, at t time the sgquop-up
occurs, are unable to ay any turns until 2fter =
wink ig due ‘shell free’ on their
first playab :

On potting out of turn I
ruling but not his r
with-his suggestions f

I feel that

cquired to accept any shot playe

disagree with Charles about atic
green plays ocut of turn, red squopped  up and
vell feel  beth  shot can be retracted

accepted the first

7

) I
unless red and bluc in any wa

The ruling made the only other time I can
remember seeing a wink potted out of turm was clearly
wrong. The player who had potted was asked to finish
his turn after which the opponents could  accept or
reject the entire turn. Umpires who make this sort of

decision have only themsélves to bleme if -the next
shot is a C.B. -cgacruﬁ and they have to rebuild the
pile. Despite the absurdity of ‘the ruling, as usual
the wumpire's decision was accepted without question
at the time. : : B ‘

One final point on playing out of  turn. It is
not  possible to play out of turn when vou have free

15



ne colour when the other was due to
s a passed turn. Similarly if green is
then if red plays when it dis blue's
turn, blue has passed. If red pote six the opponent g
can't take them cut and ask blue to playl

Off the Mat

if, playing blue, vou send a blue wink off the
mat, you lose your next shot. Thi
i

s rule has been with
since the iata fifries, and is indeed part of the
ieion cof the game. it was not however one of the

original Marchant' T31889 hut was presumably
incorporated because i felt that careless or
viclent gt\?s should penalised.  Desquopping
techniques were mnuch less refined then, and people
gquitc often sent  their W winks off while
cdesquoppin i !

off an %
the gane ha
the main arca
itseli.

Ought we to keep this rule? It has been
discussed im recent years, but chanre has al been
ejected, possibly because winks are
excessively. hidebound by tredition, for tradition is

the only reasom for keeping this rule.

Why shoul? we change? To  keep the rule makes
trurnanent tiddlywinks morc like a children’s game in
which vpenalties are exacted arbitrarily and without
reason. 1o get rid of it acknrowledges & the
inplicetions of a 6 "x3' playing surface {rne of the
main  differences Dbetween tournament and Tnoddy
winks), and appreciates that the temporary lcss of a
wink tc the edge of the mat is a severe blow which
should not be punished by a further penalty.

mlﬁm




In addition, people are nowadays very careful
not to send their own winks off the mat, and 1 would
judge that a wink more often goes off the mat through
bad luck than carclessness. How often have you seen &
wink glance off the pot~or another wink, bounce onto
its edge and vroll off, sometimes from guite a short
shot? Should bad luck be penalised? I think unot.
Moreover, to abolish this rule would make the rules
simpler. T would like to sec it go.

Some people, admitting the validity of the abowve
‘arguments, but wishing to keep . to tradition even if
in 2 new form, have proposed 2 lesser penalty for
going off the mat, such as that the wink that goes
off must be the wink played on the next shot. I am
against this, which is an idea of John HMapley's,
because it is fussy and an unnecessayry complication.

Should yvou lose a turn if you send off an
opponent ‘s wink? Most Tboondock shots deliberately
send an opponent off, so by removing an opponent 's
wink you gain a strategic advantage without any
special skill. Suppcse, however, the penalty were
attached: the boondock would become 2 much more
delicate shot, and the skill of the pgame would be
increasead.

Against the penalty is the argument of
tradition, and the fact that to introduce such a
provisicn would complicate the rules. Nevertheless, I
am for this change too.

Winks is a mental game
by Rob Cartwright

When I left university, I started to pursue more
fully my other main hobby, golf. I found an excellent
book by Jack Nicklaus called "Playing Lessons”, which
deals with the strategy of golf rather than just its

- 17 =



shots, and while reading about 'The Inner Game ! i.e.
the way to think and play vyour best, I found it
fascinating to relate the same ideas to winks. I have
guoted here some bits and pieces; I hope that others
find them as relevant - and I also hope we don't get
~done for copyright!

1) Stay cool by knowing your capabilities

"You'll see players get intc a good position,
then play badly. Why? Not because they're bad players
- They had to be good to get into contention. Th
main reason is that they don’t think and act totally
obiectively under pressure, and try to do .more than
they are capable of. Sc before you play anything,
look at the position; get a gut feel for i¢s
difficulty. The harder the shot 'feels' to vyou
instinctively, then almost certainly the harder it
really is. Try to visualise in your mind the shot vou
want to play - 'see' the trajectory of the shot, the
behavicur on landing. Think about what vou must do to
achieve that. If you honestly can't 'see' the shot
behaving as vyou would like, vou ‘know that vour
chances of pulling it off are pretty slim.

"To do this , you must know your own, and your
partner's capabilities. Be realistic. There are shots
almost anyone can play, shots you might be able to
play, and shots you almost certainly cannot play,
depending on - your  experience and form. Every
tournament I see people play shots beyond their
capabilities, and 1 sometimes sce plavers try shots
beyond . anybody’s capabilities. That's dumb, not just
in terms of a bad eventual score, but also in terms
of your confidence.

"Den't let your - opponent 's shots affect yous
Accept  what has Jjust happend, then forget Iit,
totally. If you react emotionally to the past, you'll
be much less ccol-headed about what you need to do
now. Similarly, don't let bad 1luck or a mistake

18_.,




_create- mental carelessness. Understand that the game
is not and mever will be entirely 'fair’, there will
always be an element of luck beyond your control.
Secondly, being human and therefore fallible, you
will always hit a percentage of bad shots along with
the good ones. Remember, if there’'s one thing above
211 that wins tournaments,it's keeping cool wunder
pressure.

-

How often have you blown an easy win? I shan't
my most spectacular blunder, really a basic
error. In the 1984 ~Singles against Lockwood,
gone pot—squop and got 5 yellows in but had
greens buried. Then he missed the last pot and
hima I got ancther green toc, and with a bhuge

in free winks was looking at a fairy-tale
: Then cn a simple 67 approach shot I played a
type shot without thinking - and yes, I bombed my
own pile. I've never forgotten that, but if I°'d have
stopped to visualise the shot 1 might still be
clebratinge..

The bit about knowing your capabilities mekes ne
hink. MNomally, given two shots 1711 try the ‘wmore
nteresting' —i.e. the wmore difficult! Perhaps we
houldn 't spend so  much time on wmulti-Lennon
ak-ups or ill-advised chips between piles, but get
he 27 sguop instead.

~ Also I think about how may times I have scen
cung players  try to Bristel with the top wink in
ont of instead of behind the bottom cne. Any fool
swe it just can't be done. Another one is the off
¢ table boondock when the sgquop is only just onj
M@ seen players try these 'down the line' (imstead
at an angle sc the squidger gets a good leverage)
they just "George Michael” (wimp) the shot about
1f an inch. .
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2) Give you opening shots 100% plus

"What's your most important shot in a game? The
same one every time -~ the opening drive. It often
sets the mood for the entire round, apart from any
trouble it causes. Hit it well and confidence surges;
hit it badly and you re on a downer.

"It's only natural to save the big effort until
last, but it is vsually very poor strategy. You gain
a big psychological advantage by drawing first blood,
and the earlier amd further you <can get ahead the
more pressure you place on your opponent.’

= I would say thisz is abseolutely true to Winks.
I believe that bad bringing in is the most major
cause of lost games amongst average players, and my
bringing in is as bad as it comes! The mats don't
help here of course; currently the bounce (into the
pot or off the mat) is very hard to predict. Even so,
it would seem to highlight a major imbalance in
technique and practice. Everybody practises potting,
but few bringing in, and even some of the best
players have problems: (such as Mick Surridge).

The importance of this was shown to me in the
1984  Singles, when Dave Hull potted out on mc for a
7-0 because I had only about 8 winks on the wmat -
some had gone on the floor and wmest were around a
foot away from the pot.

Remember that the way to get points ageinst
mediocre players dis to pot out on them; by bringing
in well you have a much better chance of doing this.
And perhaps more important, against a. player much
better . than yourself, good bringing in may be the
only way you are likely to survive at all.
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3) Stick to proven methods
"Don't try to invent a mnew technigque, or
drastically alter your style, iust before 2
tournament. Any major changee mnot fully assimilated
in practice will almost certainly break down under
the pressurc of trying to score well. The result is
usually even more confusion and frustration than you
suffer trying teo wake an imperfect but familiar
method work. By all means you should try to increasc
your versatility as a shotmaker, but the shots should
be - practised erough so  that you know they work for
vou. Don't be like a fri@nd of ming; we get him back
to fundamentals nicely to his hadicap.
But every time he mﬂgu Oﬁu bad shot dim play, he's
off in search of & new theocry. He's always in

- 1 can ral o this as well, having had a
totally disastrous 4 Maticnal Faireg (with Phil
Clark). I°'d Just made myself a new sguidger and had
only used it a few times, and I was experimenting
with the squop-style bring in. I only playad ugll in

one ganma aggain@* Belle and gnowlgsjy largely 1
believe because Phil did all the res work. 1 sent
it

winks off the table in almost every game, and I
couldn 't play z2ny pile worth 2 darn. '

Tuckily I didn't get depressed; in fact 1
enjoyed that tournament more than many when things
have gone bettev. Of course now I'm used to that
sguidger I wouldn't play with anything clse.

The wvariety of potting and squopping techniques
used by plavers shows that there is more than one way
of killing the cat. 1'd advise anybody to experiment
and find what's best for vyou, but dJdon’t get over
amxious if 4t doesn’t work first time. At all costs
give any new techunique a2 fair trial, encugh to show
whether it really works or is just a gimmick.
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or -2 build up

“"Accept that absolute comsistency is impossible,
g0 to have peaks youw are bound to have valleys. Some
players vezlly berate themselves when off form,
instcad of building for ancther peak. Try to peak for

twe  or three tournaments a year, the ones when you
want to play your best. Accapt that you won't be at
your hest 2t other times indeed I coften regularly
sicw  down or even furg@t the game for a while. When
you builéd up after a layeff, you'll . find rencowed
intervest and a2 positive cttitude to make you play and
practise - amd vyou'll »play better and he wmore
confident for it.”

mest  boring  thing in
someone or other was off

) £ the world. It isn't, and
me player will peak again and thrash us

2

next time around.

we know the s

The woin differcnce of course between Winks and
golf is that in goli you £ elene;  and
because your real cpponent ourse ) is. always

t

around, vou can practise In winks the
second half dis that much ghe
opponent  and & real - pariner. That i why 1 believe
the fess sericus tournaments are just as ilmportant as
the natio { o gy here since it
Lappears first half of 1985
(M. Surridpe WW&5: he effe a new home, & n

job,  bre ) work and sheer
exhausticn hes de 1 ig tournaments this
;year than I would have 1iked. The mats, or lack
~thereaf, had nothing to do with it!).
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I Wouldn 't Dream of Dashing Rabbits,
But Lockwood Gives Me Crey Hairs
by Jon Mapley
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How that various playe
in national  tcurnaments, e
interestad in the following expls of some of
the cre commonly used words. I doayt expect th
becenc univ 3r»311y used, but I feel
a

th
winkers might like to be familiar with sone O
strange S uthampton vocabulary.
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In the T 2 Surridee held
the major pile a Carrin ston SQUOPVL Do
Just when it secmed that Mike could pal
take the
raised 1ts
hysterics. £ fr <
to release = wink, HMike's attcmptgd IHSTAN
resulted in the entertaining BARREL. The wink

olied half-heartedly towards the pilc. it was
o fore  wveering off dintc a
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Gar litter: 'The GARY GLITTER is the exact opposite
of  a GEORGE MICHAEL, overshooting its target by
a large margin. A classy GARY GLITTER might
eventually end up of £ the table and could
incorporate a BARREL  somewhere  along its
destructive path‘= The vreason why the QAR
GLITTER and GEORGE MICHAEL are so called I icave
for you to work out!

Wawve Christened by Nick May after watching his

Jon Carlaw g a seemingly

ssible display of : ¢ tiddlywinks. I

oniy iad the pleasurc of secing this shor

med once, and that was on this occasion

when Carlaw managed tc  GEORGE  MICHAREL a

CSIMPLETON. Presented with the simplest wmossible

sauop {i.c. two adjacent winks}, Jon stroked his

wink slowly and alwmost lovingly with This

squidger so that it reared up like 2 beggping dog

cn 1ts hind legs. Bu instead of the expected

prepulsion of the wink onto the opponent ‘s wink,

the wink gently sat dowmn agoin into its criginal

pesition, delighting Mr. May wich dits wave

“actiom. This is one of the varer cxanples from

Jon's unique array of spectacular shots (sco
CAVLAW nnd AHTI“QARLAH,O

Brundle: This is the Twild card’ of winking
terminology and can be used to describe any shot
you like. This word, intrcduced by exw@xxoré
winker 8 ; s commonly used
toward g's .winking,
when o) becomes  a
Iitt I i the proposed
shot  is ro‘grrcd te ag a BRUNDLE. This
unrevealing word can be useful for tacticians
when they deon't  know  which  shot they should
instruct their partner to play. Having been told
to 'BRUNDLE i

oy
&)
W
=t

v O
Y the small wink'®, the junior partner
¢ imagine which shot was inte

i
lame 1f the shot he chooses goes wronge.
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Vinking World ie the official journal of the English
Tiddlywinks Asscciation, and is edited by Charlas Rells
of 26 Canadian Avenuc, London SE6 3AS. Tt is issued fre
to members of ETwA and costs 25p to non-menbere.
Material published in Winking World is not copyright,
but anyone who quotes from Winking World is a2shked to
acknowledge the source.




